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New Separatiſts . 
74 FROM-THE c0.47 


PARISH-CHURCHES 
CONDEMNED, | 


By a ſober Anſwer to the chief Pleas 
for this diſorderly praQtice. 
Wherein is diſcovered how contrary it is, | 
I. To the Holy Scripteres. | 
I I. To the Reaſon of the thing. 
111. To the judgmeat of the 0/d Nox- 
conformiſt's. 
I V. To Themſelves heretofore. 
Ap er ear en 


Happy ts he that condemneth not himſelf in thas thing which 
he alloweth, Rom. 14. v. 19, 22. | 
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TO THE 


READER 


Chriſtiana Reader. 


T is not a vain humonr of ſcribling, 
nor an affeiF ation of being an Au- 
thor, which i -eates thee the troable 
of theſe Papers, but that great ſenſe | 
eve of the manifold evils of Separa«- 
tion, which are 4s deſbruttirve to the 
Church of Chriſt, 4s tearing one men- 
ber from another is to the natural body. 
And ſince the great Apoſtle of the Gemn- 
tiles commands «us to have ſuch a fel. 
low-feeling of the ſufferings of the 
Chriſtian Church, the Myſtical body of 
Chriift, whereof we are members, as 
the members of the natural body have 
of each others ſufferings, I ſhould fear 
whether F were 4 5 member of 
0 


Chriſt”s body, had I not ſome ſmart re- 
4 3 ſents 


To the Reader. 


ſeatments of theſe rents and diviſiens 
which are daily made in it. And fince 
there are thoſe who are very buſie in 
Juitifying and widening theſe arviſions, 
4h, it can be as to ogpo/army 
Jef thas growi an futteeape, 
ich if it want Sy yet may merit 
4 favourable cenſure. It is well known 
how our ancient Nonconformiſts, though 
they fernphked the wſe of ſome Cereno- 
nies tbew, and ſtill enjoyned and 
[os 


dFiſed in our hn. yet did bot 
their Writings and practice, condemn 
Separ ation from our Pariſh Churches : 
This bath beew july urged againſt the 
Separation of ſome among us, who - 
retend to be the Sueceſſors of « 
Peaccable a»4 Conformable Diflca- 
rers, 4d take it very ill to be ranked 
amore Browniits and Independents, 
becauſe forſooth they diſows their 
pricey . though they eſÞouſe therr 
pradtrices. 

And therefore to vindicate thems- 
{elves in this t, and that they 
meg I wot be hens 4 Apoitates fed 

thoſe 


To hg Reader: 


of the Church mew, 'and what it was in 
thoſe days. rs 

The deſign therefore of theſe + 4 
u to confider all thoſe pretended aiffe- 
rences between the preſent ſtate of our 
Chaereh, end what it was mm the axys of 
the old Nonconformitts ; and if it ap- 

ar there is no material difference ( of 
which I leave the Reader to be judge ) 
it muſt thes neceſſarily follow Fa their 
own Conceſſions, that they are as down- 
right Sciſmaticks, 4s the ancient 
Brownifts and our preſent Independents 
_ 

Thu I have endeavoured to examine 
with Chriftian candor and impartiali- 
ty, «nd without any other ſharpneſs of 
fhile, thay what the ſba 


Arrens grees 0: ry Hog 


Reader, 


To the Reader. 
Reader to confider it with all dae tan- 
dor and impartiality, and joyn thy 
projert to mine, That God would « 
| bemgth reſtore peace and anity to his 
Charch. WE” 


Farewel. 
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A SOBER 


ANSWER 


T-O 1-8 E 
MAIN ARGUMENTS 


Of the New Separariſts from 


the Pariſh-Churches, to ſtop 
the Courſe of their de- 


ſtrucrve Separation. 


OO» ———— —— _— - — 


Argument I. 


Such Miniſters as the Scriptures com- 
mana us to Avoid, and have N's 
company with, nor ſo much as Eat 
with, aye not to be joywd with in 
Church-Communion 45 our Paſtors ; 
But thoſe that by ſubſcription, and 
open declaration to the Churth in 
their Miniſtery, do abſolve all the 
perſons in the NO Kins doms from 

the 


Anſ. 1. 


CGrotius 


"wh 


powe! 


Anaot. 
pon 1 
Cor.5.11, 


Objett. 


Anſw. 
Calvin's 
Inſtir. 

Þ- 14g 


the obligation of Reformation, in 
caſe of very great Church-corrapti- 
ons, and juſtifie them all from the 
gailt of perjury, are ſuch. Ergo. 


eat with the wicked; *Tis ma- 
nifeſt, ſaich Grotiae, No aft is 


B 


ſignified greater than a private one; For 


what is the Church here bid to do, but 
what a Diſciple doth, when he dcſerteth 
an Evil Do@tor , or honeſt men do, when 
They renounce the friendfliipor ſociety of 
their Compagions falley inte wickedneſs. 
Dottor Hammond alſo interpreteth 
the Apoſtles prohibition of the Corinchs- 
ans tocat with wicked Church-Members, 
to be meant of intimate familiaricy with 
them ; ſo doth the Engliſh Annotators. 
But they will ſay, If a man may not 
hold Civil Communion with ſuch, much 
leſs may he hold Church-Communion. 
This Inference the Separatiſts made 
in Calvin's days. Take it in his own 
words, © Here ( ſaith he) they cry out, 
<« if ic be not lawful to cat common 
©« bread, how may it be lawful to cat 
* the bread of the Loxd. To which he 
anſwereth. ** Whereas they think it Sa- 
« criledge 


Y thoſe Scripture-Precepts to 
Turn from, Avoid, and Not 


£( 


Ci 
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©« criledge to be partakers of the Lord?s 
« bread with them, ſpeaking of wicked 
© men, they are therein much more rigo- 
© rous than Pal, for where he exhorterh 
«* us to a holy and pure partaking, he 
* requireth not that one ſhould examine 
* another,or every one the whole Church, 
& but each man himſelf, whereby he 
* ſheweth that the company of wicked 
** men at the Lord's Table do not hart 
© the godly; He that eaterh unworthi- 
&©« ]y, eatcth judgment to $:mſelf, not to 
© others. 


Then again he ſaith, ** It is not in the Cal. laſt. 
« nower of private perfons to determine #5. 4. 
« the Commaunicants at the Lord's Table ; f: 33: 


{© they have not the judgment of Office. 

Again, **1 do indeed, ſaith he, not 
« deny, That it is the doing of a godly 
* man, to withdraw himſelf from all pri- 
*« vate company of evil men, to have no 
« willing familiarity with them. But it 
© is one thing to flee the company of Evil 
© men, and another thing, for hatred of 
** them, to flee the communion of the 
« Church. 

To be ſhorr, ſince it is in the power 
of private perſons, to chooſe who they 
will ordinary, and frequently converſe 
with at their 6wn Table and in corhiflen 
Converfation, but not at the Lord's : and 

B > ſeconaly, 


Pſal. 106. 
35- 
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ſecondly, T hat doing their own duty,they 
are In no danger of being hurt by the 


wickeduclsof Communicants at the Lord's 


Table: and rhirdly, That experience 
proveth familiar Converſation with wick- 
cd mcn to be extreme dangerous : it fol- 
loweth that men may lawfully hold 
Cliurch-Communion, where they may 
not hold Civil. 

2. But if the Scripture-precepts, to 
Withdraw from, Avoid, and not Eat with 
the Wicked, may pollibly be extended to 
Church-communion, which I do believe; 
I hen ſao ordine, toevery one in their own 
order and place; for God is the God of 
order, and not of confuſion. As they re- 
ſpect che Governours of the Church, they 
call upon them for the infliting ofChurch- 
Cenſures: As they reſpec the People, 
they put them upon minding their Offi- 
cers of their duty, and call for their own 
concurrence with them therein ; but not 
to ſeparation, if that be negleCted. 

The Brethren ſhould diſtinguiſh be- 
tieen an Orderly Motion of the Church- 


Members in their ſeveral capacities to 
the png bad Miniſters and People out 
Church: And a Diſorderly Com- 


of t 
motion by the irregular withdrawing and 
ſeparating of a Party from the Church. 
Perhaps the firſt may be inferr*d from 


thoſe 


a aw ear. a... > win A OO IO Amen Ad nn am wh A © ww. £k\ - Ct © tw A a 


—_ _——_——. 


ts] 


thoſe prohibicions, to Eat with the wick- 
ed ; but the laſt, which 1s the practical 
Inference of the Brethren, is abſurd, be- 
cauſe it cannot be Cone without culpable 
Schiſm, and threatning the ruin of the 
whole, by cutting the Church into ſhreds, 
and dividing the houſe of Chriſt within 


it ſelf, which whenſoever ic falleth out, acath. 12. 


Chrilt ſ:ith, That houſe cannot ſtand. 

3. If it were no {into hold Communi- 
on with Prieſts, ſons of Belial, that knew 
not the Lord; then ſurely ir isno ſin to 
maintainCommunion with Paſtors, though 
guilty of as bad crimes 2s thoſe mention- 
ed in the Argument of the Brethren : 
But :c was no fin to hold Communion 
wit': Hophns and Phineas, the two Sons 
of E':, being Prieſts : notwithſtanding the 
enormous wickneſs of thoſe men, we 
find no Precept to the People to diſown 
Church-Communion with them, ſo long 
as thcy ſtood legally poſſeſt of the Prieſt*s 
Office ; bur on the contrary, the People 
that took the ſcandal, and began to ab- 
hor the Ordinances for their ſake, are 
called cranſgreſſors, 1 Sam. 2. 24. 

The wicked Scribes and Phariſees, 


though our Saviour told the People they Marth,: 3. 
were covetous Hypocrites, blind Guides, 2324-2 x. 
ſuperſtitious, making void the Commang+ 33+ 


ments of God by their own Traditions z 
B 3 ſuch 


.{a11h, 
ty. 2, 


C alv. /nſ}. 


lis. 4. 
þ 439- 


LG} 
ſuch as withour Repentance could not 
elcape the damnation of hel]: Yet for 
that they ſit in Aoſer's Chair teaching 
the Law, Chriſt not only alloweth, but 
commandeth the People to hear them. 
And Mr. Norton of New- England teach- 
eth, I hat his Precepe toghear them, im- 
porteth full Church-Communion with 
them. Iris therefore no fin, but a duty 
( as the caſe may be } to hold Communion 
with Miniſtcris guilty of as bad crimes 


as the Brethren infinuate the Pariſh- Mint-. 


tte:s to be guilty of. 

Perſonal crimes in allowed publick 
Miviſters wili not juſtife diſowning them 
in Church- Adminiſtrations; and all that 
is afftiime1 in the Brethrens Argument 
againſt the publick Miniſters, arc but per- 
tonal crimes: $So that though all were 
true wilich is alledged againſt them, ir 
would wot thence follow, that it were a 
fin to joyn In Chur: h Communion with 
them, as Paſtors. I o this purpoſe Cal- 
vin. 

& Nothing is added or diminiſhed by 
© the worthineſs or unworthineſs of him 
© by whom the Sacraments are deliver- 
«ed; and evenas among men, ifa Let- 
© ter be ſent, fo the hand and ſeal be 
&'known, jt maketh no matter what man- 
S ner of man be the Carrier. Even ſo ix 
WEE. | * ought 
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< ought to ſuffice us, to know the hand 
« and ſeal of the Lord in bis Sacraments, . 
* by what Carrier ſoever they be brought. 
« Hereby, ſaich he, the Error of the 
© Donatiſts is well confoted, which mea- 
&* ſured the force and value of the Sacra- 
« ment, by the worthineſs of the Mi- 
<« niſters. It nothing hindred the Jews 
* tobecirccumciſed of unclean Prieſts or 
** Apoſtates.' 

4. The grievous crimes charged in 
the Minor, upon One and All the publick 
Miniſters, are only confidently allerted ; 
not proved, nor any thing ſaid in order 
thereunto; therefore may juſtly be neg- 
lected. 

5. If we ſhould never have commu- 
nions with Paſtors, that one party or 
other have not charged with the like 
crimes, we ſhould never bave held com» 
munion with any in Englgnd for many 
years. | amgrieved to ſpeak it: For as 
the preſent Conformiſts, for _— 
the Covenant, are now called perjure 
perſons by the offended Brethren, becauſe 
they renauaced the Covenant: Sowere 
the Non-Conformiſts themſelves called 
perjured perſons by the Conformiſts here- 
tofore, becauſe they toak the Solemg 
League and Covenant, being in their judg: 
ments croſs to divers Oaths former 
B 4 taken 
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token bymultitudes of them(ſclves, patrts- 
cularly the Oaths of Allegiance, Supre- 
macy,and Canonical Obedience. 

6. Very wiſe ad conſcientious men 
think, the Subſcriptions and open Declz- 
rations the Ohjettion ſpeaketh of, doth 
not hinder the ule of any Aforal Endea- 


vours of Reformation «» the Govern- . 


ment, but only ſed:1:9w Endeavours of 
Extirpation of the Government now eſta- 


bliſh'd by Law. Ard if the Solemn 


League and Coven i;it, heretofore taken, 
bound men to uſe 2ny ſach Endeavours, 
to deſtroy the publick Eſtabliſhment then 


ia being, or now re-eſtabliſhed, ir ought. 


to be repented of, and not ſtooud to, ex- 
cept Sedition and Rebellion be no ſin. 


The Brethren ſhould diſtinguiſh upon the. 


obligation from the Solemn League and 
Covenant; 1. As it contain'd a new ob- 
ligation to do ſome things which we are 
all bound to, if we had never taken it; 
namely, in our places and callings, to 


endeavour Church-Reformation, accord-- 


ing tothe word of God. Now, in this 
ſence, no body is enjoyned to declare a- 
gainſt ir, which the ObjeCtors do not 
conſider. But only in the ſecond place, 
as it containeth an obligaFion in our Places 
and Callings, and with our Lives and 
Fortunes to endeavour the extirpation ol 
Church- 


[9] 
Church-government by Arch- biſhops, and 
Biſhops,&c. and by this means to over- 

throw our fixed Eccleſiaſtical State, to 

root out the Government eſtabliſhed by 

Law, which 1. The King took his Oath 

to maintain, at his Coronation; 2. The 
Government confirmed by Magna Char- 

ta, and by thirty Parliamentsz 3. And 

that enjoyned and taken without the 

King's conſent : for the Covenant ſaith 

not we ſhall endeavour to root out Pre- 

lacy [ If the King will give leave: J 

Nay 4. Contrary to the King's Procla- 
mation, October g. 1643. wherein he ad- 
moniſheth his Subje(ts to beware of it, 

and prohibiteth them to take it upon 

their Oaths of Allegiance, ſaying, that 
whatever the pretences of it were, it was 

in truth nothing but a traiterous ſedirious 
Combination againſt him, and the eſta- 

bliſh'd Religion, and Laws of the King- 

dom : 5. A Government which Grotis - 
relleth us is repugnant to no Law Di- Right of 
vine, but it is approved by Divine Law, bigheſt 
That the univerſal Church hath received power. 
it, That this Prelacy hath its pattern in 

the Law Natural and Moſaical, and had 

its beginning in the Apoſtolical times ; 

and that the hiſtory of all times proclaim- 
eth the many commodities that have 
come tq the Church by it: And wh 
WItc 
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wiſe Fregsvil, a man of adeep head, as 
Biſhop Hall calleth him, ſpeaking parti- 
cularly of the Engliſh Prelacy, faith, ic 


is grounded on God's word; and that 


in ſuch a mighty Church, as the Church 


of England is, the State of the Church 


ought to be preſerved ; for Equality, he 
ſaich, will be hurtful to the Stare, and in 
time breed confuſion. A. Government 
Calvin's which Calvin commendeth to the King 
Epiſt. «4 of Poland, that for order ſake in ſogreat 
_ # 4 a Kingdom, he adviſeth the King to efta- 
14*:14'- bliſh Biſhops in every Province, andover 
them an Archbiſhop and Primate. 
2anch, Zanchy ſaith, ** He that will receive 
Theſ. ds *©* and follow the uſe and the opinion of 
vers Ke- «the Univerſal Church, in all times and 
1: eg & places unto this age ; fora certain In- 
fierum _ *©terpreter of God's word, will eaſily un- 
tionc. & derſtand, that the ſeveral degrees of 
« Prieſts and Biſhops, in the Ecclefiaſti- 
« cal Governmeuatr, are, and ever were, 
« according to God's Word: therefore 
« where they ſtand ſtill, they muſt not 
© be aboliſhed; and where the contrarie- 
«*« ty of times hath aboliſhed them, and 
&« not ſuffered them, they muſt be ſet up 
_— And that with Calvin he ſaith, 
« They are worthy of any execration 
<« that will not ſubmir themſelves to thac 
« Hierarchy that ſubmitteth ir ſelf to the 
«Lord Jeſus. Again, 


it 
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Again, this is his Proteſtation, © T har 
&« before God, and in his conſcience, he 
&« held them all for no becter than Schiſ- 
&« maticks, that ſer this down, as a part 
« of the Reformation of Churches, to 


| © have no Biſhops, that have any Emi- 


** nence of degree and Authority, above 
{© their true fellow Prieſts, where they 
© may well be had. 

Du Meulin allo telleth us: ** That Buckley of 
{© the Superiority of the Engliſh Biſhops Fith upon 
«< hath been approved by the molt wor- o” —_ 
«thy Paſtors of the French Churches. > Bo 


* logical decifion, made France a Church 
© without Biſhops. 
Martin Bucer, for the weal of the gc 


Church of England, he being to aſliſt in Tra8. de 
the work of Reformation, © We muſt en- &gformes- 
*© deavour, ſaich he, that all the manner 44 
« 2nd diſtribution of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 7%* *- 
*yernment, which the Canons preſcri-_ 
« bed to Biſhops and Metropolicanes, be 
«reſtored and maintained. SD 

Likewiſe Beza declared his diſlike of ge, x. 
thoſe that reſiſted Epiſcopal power, piſtte ro the 
where it was eſtabliſhed. Heexhorteth Zretbren 
ſome diſſenting Brethren in England, of the 
That leaving all bitterneſs they ſhould pr 
obey the Queen, and all the Prelates with ; 
3 free hearc; and called it felf-conceited 

TJ pride 


« 'That it was neceſſity, not any Theo- Confefion, 
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pride in them that rejected their Au- 
thority. 

S. Jerome telleth us, © T hat it wis 
« decreed all the woild over, that One 
«choſen from amoiig the Presbyters 
* ſhould ſet over rne reſt, to whom all 
«the Carc of thc Church ſhould pertal:. 
Further faith, ** 1 he Churches ſafety 
«conliſtcth in the dignity of the chick 
*Pricſt, that is, the Biſhon, to whom if 
*©there be nut given a Snperior power 
«over all the reſt, there will be made 
«{> many Schiſms jn the Church, as 
& therc be Prieſts. Ir {cemeth then in 
his time, that Expcrience had pronipted 
all Chriſtian Nations to ſer vp Prelacy 
in the Church : and thit not only a Pre- 
lacy of Place, but Power, as that which 
was for the good of the Church. And 
Grotiw telleth us, that whoſoever ſhall 
affirm Epiſcopal Eminence to be unlaw- 
ful, charge the Church in all Apes, not 
only with folly, but impiety. 

Mr. Baxter telleth us alſo, « That E- 
©piſcopacy wzs no ſuch upſtart thing, nor 
© defended by ſuch contemptible reaſons, 
© as that the Controverſie is like to die 
© with this Age; undoubtedly there will 
be a learned and podly party for it 

* whilethe world endureth. Andin an- 
other place, © That ſome of the Prel: t2s 
© were 
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« were venerable for their admirable 
* Learning and piety, and that Prelacy 
©<had not a few mean perſons to adorn 
© and credit it. 

What a prodigious error then, and 
cvil was it ( all theſe things conlidered,) 
to enter into a ſolemn League and Cove- 
nant, without any more ado, (not fo 
much as conſulting the Biſhops) to ex- 
tirpate the very Government it ſclf, to 
introduce we kaew not what in the room, 
as experience quickly proved. 


Three things are neceſſary, faith learn- Biſhop 
ed Biſhop Bramball, to make a publick Bramhall 
Reformation lawful, Juſt Grounds, Due 5Mim 
Moder ation, Sufficient Authority. There —_ 


may be Juſt Grounds without Sufficient 
Authority, and ſufficient Authoricy with- 
out Juſt Grounds ; and both ſufficienc 
Authoricy, and Juſt Grounds, without 
due Moderation. But he faith, they are 
all neceſſary to concur to make a publick 
Reformation lawful: But the Reforma- 


tion deligned by the Scotch Covenanr., 
to root out Prelacy, had none of all theſe 


three Ingredients of a lawful Reforma- 


tiog in it; neither Juſt Grounds, Due 
| Moderation, nor Lawtul Authority ; and 
therefore the Covenant to effect ſuch a 


Reformation muſt needs be unlawful. 


To 


C— —  — — 


Kings De- 
clay a110% 
CVtob. g. 
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To ſum up all then, 1. Here was no 
Fuſt Grounds to take ſuch a Covenant ; 
becauſe for National Churches, where 
are Kings at head of them, it is not only 
a lawful, but the beff Government, inthe 
judgment of the wiſeſt and greateſt Stu- 
dents of Divinity in the whole world. 

2. As there was no good grounds to 
take it, ſo there was no Due Moderation 
in the taking of it; for that the Biſhops, 
whole intereſt both for themſelves and 
the Church was deeply concern'd, were 
never cali'd to a free debate upon it; ſo 
that it was wnjaſt, unchavrt able, and &ſin- 
gennome. 

3- There was no Safficient Autherery 
to swpeſe ir, becauſe the King, whom the 
Brethren by their Oath of Supeemacy had 
acknowledged, was within his Demini- 
ons ſupreme in all Eccleſiaſtical Cauſex, 
he did by Prochamation &declere againſt 


it, and prohibit his SubjeQts the taking. 


of ir. 

This being the truth of the caſe, the 
Solemn League and Covenant to root 
out Prelacy, was ſinfu} both for matcer 
and form z and therefore not co be ſtood 
to, but repented of. And the Con- 
formiſts by abjuring the Covenant, as it 


bound men to ſuch diſorderly reforma- | 


tions, are ſo far from abfolving the 
people 
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people from lawful endeavours of Church- 
Reformation, or juſtifying them from 
perjury, that they only teach them to 
pay a juſt debt of repentance, for a no- 
rorious breach of the fifth Command- 
ment, and unjuft violation of former law- 
ful Oaths, evils which they happened 
to fall into in a hurry of times, by the 
erroneous Doctrines and bad Example of 
their Leaders, which may teach the peo- 
ple for the future to ſtudy to be quiet, 
and do their own buſineſs, and take heed 
who, bow, and wheat titey hear. 

7. And laſtly, let the excellent worth 
both for piety, parts, learning, and zeal 
for holineſs of many Conformiſts be con- 
ſidered, the dirt of this A nt can- 
not ſtick on them: But when perſons 
through miſtake or diſcontent ſeparate 
from a Church and Miniſtery, they muſt 
either make the Church and Afimftry 
vile, or their ſeparation will make them 
_ Men love not to be thought to do 
evil. 


Anſw. 


[16 | 
Argument IT. 


If we hold Communion with the Pub- 
lick Miniſters, we ſhall hold Com. 
munion with them in their publick 
Miniſterial fins: It &' therefore a 
duty to ſeparate. 


F. He Brethren firſt conclude the 

zublick Miniſters One and All 
guilty of horrible crimes without proof 
and then that themſelves ſhall partake 
with them in their guilt, if they own 
them for Paſtors. By ſuch imaginations 
as theſe, the Devil for many years laſt 
paſt, hath cheated the poor people of 
England, and rob*'d them of the chiefeſt 
gifts of the Church Upon this ground 
Robinſon, Cann, and the reſt of the rigid 
Brown'ſts, pluckt away the Children of 
the Church from the breaſts of their own 
Mother, and put them to Nurſe in the 
ſeparate Congregations, and ruin'd them. 
Read Mr. Baxter's Epiſtle to the ſeparate 
Congregations. 
_ 2. The publick profeſſed Miniſterial 
Gos of the publick Miniſtery that the 
Objector ſpeaketh of, if there be any, 
are 
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are only fins of iziorance, otherwiſe it 


is not like ſo man” worthy men ſhould 
venture on them: Or indeed were the 


- Publick profeſſivns, which the ObjeQor 


Ccalleth tins, ſo indeed, it is much that fuch 
and ſo miny hundred profound judg- 
ments ſhould nor be coiuvinced of their 

ſlinfulncſs. Bur 
3. Let that fall out how it will, the 
ground of the Brethrens ſeparatian on 
that 2ccount is not good: for that hold- 
ing communion with Minilters barcly as 
Aliniſters of the Goſpel, (and the com- 
mon people can be charged with no o- 
ther) will not make people participate 
with them of theic miniſterial ſfins.. *Tis 
onething to partake of a Miniſter's gifts, 
and Chrilt's Sacraments by his hand ; ano- 
ther thing to communicate of his tins 
Again, ?I is one thing to participate with 
a Miniſter in the Miniſtry of that which 
1s good, another thing to participate with 
him in the pguile of that which 1s evil. 
Now I ſay Gods people may partake of 
the Miniſter's Gifts, and Chriſt's Sacra- 
ments by his hand, wirhout participation 
of the Guilt of his perſonal or miniſtet1al 
evils: Or clſe the holy Prophets and 
people of old would never hive held 
Church-Comnmunion with the wicked 
Pricſts 1n- their: riime;- wuenier would 
oy Chin 
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Ciiriſt have commanded his Diſciplcs to 
Jammunicate in the gifts of the Scribes 


and Phariices hitting 1n AMoſes Chair, of 


whem he told his Diſciples at the ſme 
unc,, that they were wicked men, that 
. ind, and 01d nor. 

4. if the Brethren themiclves could not 
partake of their own Miniſters miniſterial 
«ifcs, without patticipating of theic mi- 
mfterial fins, they had better never com- 
muncite with them it all. Oh! how 
prezr and how many were the miniſterial 
!*as c& rhe Paſtors of divided Parties, in 
37 late confulons upon unhinging the 
(zovernment , one party praycth againſt 

\notho; as hiimaticks; the other preach- 

{h 2nd praycth againſt them as I yrants, 
+ rhird parcy preacheih and prayeth a- 
1 a1itt them both, as Antichriſtian Mini- 
#c:<; 2 fourth party preacheth,and pray- 
7h, 44 wreteth agatnſt them all, as un- 


? 


ce fourth Beaſt, ignorant of the 


v. .*. ot the day, ratling on Supertours 
S{1,.,t4 rae poor People, by joyning In 
| arch: -cCOmmunion with Paſtors, be- 
me pultgy of their miniſterial fins there- 
(>, Icy 7 © Conhatnns ſo great and ſo 
14-1, that it would go near to juſtifhe 
che n-colet of all Ordinances, and all Mi- 
r:{eis: | 


5. Ard 


If 
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5. And laſtly, The Brethren thi oh 
j{t, for the molt pare, Uo not feruple ro 
hold communion with publick Miniſters 
in prayer and preaching, which ſure they 
would not do, if they thoup ht they thould 
partake with them of their miniſterial 11ns 
thereby. And what good reaſon can be 
given, why Communion in the Sacraments 
ſhould make perſons partake of the mi- 
niſterial ſins of the Adminiſtrator, any 
more than communion with them in pray- 
cr and preaching ? 


| Argument I TI. 


IF the Pariſh Churcics be fill d with 
Uſurpers, and the true Miniſters 
thruſt into Corntrs, then "tis no ſiu 
to ſeparate. 


ET the B:cethiren Jearn of Mr. Bax- Arju, 
eer, * | he Chirch 1s bound, faith R : 

| ' he, co take inainy a mani as a true Mini- ( neces 
tſter to Them, and receive the Ordinan- (;oyet r 

*ces from bim in f:ith, and expectation men: 

© of a bleſſing upon promiſe, who yet be- p. !::. 

' fore God is a ſinful Invader, an Vſ«rper 

©of the Miniſtt;, and ſhatl be condemned 

| for it. 


" » Bir 


"4-80. 

:. But the picſcnt Paiiſh-Miniſters arc 
1.0 C ſurpers. 

To vuturp 1s to take pollcilion of. a place 
once bclonzing to another, wethour Ol 
NE inſt Law. The Pariſh Miniſters now 
- Co 1106 Laxe their places without or a- 
gaialt Law; and therefore are no Uſur- 
pers, but true and lawiul polletlors of their 
places. 

3, What was tha created the Bre- 
threns right, 6 cher opinion, to publick 

;laccs inthe Long Parliament days, and 
As others, but ſubjeRion to the Laws 
(ſuch as they were) then in being for that 

rpoſe? Naw if obedicnce to the que- 
tonablc Laws then jn being ſerved them 
then to Uiftinguith them fiom Uſurpers, 
furcly by a fac higher reaſon, obedience 
to the nndoubted Laws mow will jultific 
the right of preſent publick Miniſters, and 
diſtin 9 aih chm from Ulurpers. 
\\ en tlic Parliiment put down the 

LL pitcopal Partvy and fct up the Presby- 
Lcrtun 2nd Incependant, the Brethren 
id notiizeto becalled Uſurpers, but the 
[- ps. Party Cid always reckon them 

io, becaulc they twok them to come into 
wy He mens plices nut legally excluded, 
but meerly by the power of force, without 
toe power of right. 


5. When 
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5. When King Solomon thougit gold 
to put down Abiathar, and ſet up Lagos 
1n his room, £ doc was no Ulurper. 


Argument I V. 


lt is fin for Chriſtians to be withost 
Diſcipline, and 2a more profitable 
Miniſtry, when they may have it. 
The Pariſh Churches are without 
Diſcipiine, and have a tefs pro: 
fitable Miniſtry. It is therefore no 


ſin to ſeparate. 


b; T* is indeed a fin for Chriſtians to Anſs. 


content themſelves without Diſci- 
pline, and the moſt profitable Miniſtry, 
when they may have tic in a lawfal way, 
that is, Þy Prayers to God, humble Ad- 


 dreiles to Authority, faithful Per forman- 


ces of Duty, both to Miniſters and 
Church- members; though ic ſhoujd al- 
ways be remembred, that the Rod ts not 
of the efſence of the Family : !r con- 
cerneth the well-bcing, but not the being 
of it. But to ſeparate from the Church, 
and gather Churches out of the Pariſh- 


Churches, and fo to ſet up Altaf againſt 


C3 Altar 


Tuk-: 2.21, 
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Altir to come at it, this {ceineth a moſt 
wulanful coufe of lecking 1t: this 1s to 
gra: pr tonvl diſcipline ones ſelf, for 

king a bad cou:l- to Come at Churcn- 
Piicigtine um0n others, 1. Becaufe *ris 
to Co evil thet poul may poop ade; 
*, ?TFis a practice which no Scripture, 
Precept, or Example colntenanceth. The 
Scripture-Chinrches, both Old and New, 
wcie moſt grievoully corrupred for want 
of Diſcipline ; but the Prophets, Chriſt, 
Apoſtles did all hold full communion with 


them rotwithſtangi' yr, and commanded 


» 
others to do the lixe. 3. Becauſe to [e- 
parate from the Church, #« in the nature 
of the thizz to deltroy the Church, 
and ahar arrectly. © Building the Church, 
{rith Ur. Baxter, © 15 but an orderly jayn- 
clan of materials, what then 15 dr jpoyr- 
; 19:4 bitte 1p oting down 7: I his 1s tocure 
rho Chinch by cutting her throat, faith 


. The 1. ens of the moſt Icarned 
Divine are mirerly againſt ſeparation 
for to wot ot ileypiine, St. Auſtin in- 
CEL 11:{ the Donarilts ſeparation 
| | m2 picicuic, ith thus: *The 
C UC. S404 5 poration are vain and Lurr- 
fl, 1:4: full of fac-ieare; bee fe they 
HIC 2 ny; a;rd proud, aid do-much 
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- iNore tromble the weak good orcs, i293 
© they amend the ſtout evil ones. 

Catwven calleth the icparation of the Do- 
natiſts, becauſe the Biſhops did neglect 
diſcipline, An wngodly Schsſm: And to 
do like the Anabaptiſts of his time. Let 
the Brethren contider this. © He 3s free 
* and diſcharged from curſe, ſaith St. Av- 
fin, and Caluven from him, * Whoever 
he be, that either by rebuking amenG- 
teth what he can; or what he canrct @- 
* mend, excladeth, ſaving ihe band of 
* peace: What he cannot amend, fayi 
©the band ef peace, he doth difallow 
© with equity, and bear with Redfaſ- 
© neſs. 

St. Cyprianto the fame purpoſe. * Lex 
© 2 man therefore mercifuly correct what 
© he can, and what he cannet, let bum 
* patiently ſuffer, and with love gyieve 


© 2nd Jament ic. 


To this purpoſe Mr. Baxter. *Prond 
* men, faith bc, will not grow in the 


Zaxs. | 
* ſame Field, or Chaich, where fach. =P 1 


* Fares do grow, but will tranf| 


{aHvam's 
Faſhns l. 4. 
Cl?. 22. 
413. 


parac 


© themſelves, and remove from the Field, Core- 

* becauſe God will not pluck upthe Tases, 

* eſpecially if any nunifSerial neght2 of 

© cipline be con ojued;, a3 too © 

* it is; and inſtc2d of blaming theis own 
C 4 


* pride, 


patzons. 
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* pride, they lay the blame on the cor- 
* ruptions of the Church. 

2.1 prove the Pariſh-Churches are not 
without diſcipline, whether we reſpect 
the Power or aCtu:1 cxciciſe of dif. ipline. 
11 hat they nave foinve power ol dilcipline, 
| prove, firft, From the Lyleof Rector, 


which the [Law viverth tro all Parſons of 


Pariſhes : ſeconaly, From ti. Rubrick, 
where the Miniltcr 15s not otlly zuthoriled, 
but commanded to kiep all fcand lous 


perſons from the $41 ament of the Lord's 


Supper : And, 1/raly, fren the Canon; 
where It 1s writt.il, Vo Miniſter ſhall, 
In any wile, admit to the holy Communion 
any of h:s Care or Floch, which be openly 
known to live 1n any notorious ſin, without 
repentance ; nor any which bave maliciouſly 
and openly contended with their Neighbour, 
wntil they ſhall be reconciled. Fourthly, 
Every Pariſh- Church hath Wardens un- 
der Oath, to preſent all ſcandalous fin- 
ners, 11 order to puniſhment for their 
offences. Frfthly, and laſtly, Divers 
perſons, both Miniſters end others, that 
have 'becn proved fcirdalous, have ſif- 
{ered cenſure, hoth in and about London, 
and ellewhere. Io ſay nothing of the 
E.xconmunication of Quakers, and others, 
whom tbe Brethten vid always judge 
worthy of cenſure. 
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Some are of opinion, T hat there have 
heen more proper acts of diſcipline per- 
formed in the Patiſh-Chirches, upon juſt 
oftenders, fince the Reltauration of the 
Biſhops, in a few yeais, than was in all 
the time of their abſence ; though not ſs 
much as ſhould be and might be,j{ Officers 
and People 01d their duty. And the Bre- 
thren that complain ſhould conſider how 
far themſelves are acceiſury to the want 
of diſcipiine, by their with-crawing 
their brotherly alliltance ; for that dilci- 
pline muſt begin at the People, latd Mr. 
C./amy heretofore to the Independants 
that made this ovzectio!1. 

© Beſides, 1 capnot © pprove of the pra- 
©Qice of thoſe, faiih Mr, Baxter, that 
© becauſe moſt of the world are naught, do 
* therefore conclude men dogs and ſwine, 
© before that ever they did faithfully and 
* lovingly adnoniſh them, or perhaps be- 
© fore ever they have known them, or 
* ſpoken with them; and hereupon will 
*not communicate wich them in the 
* Lord's Supper, but {cparate znto diſtinit 
© Congregations 3 | per iu. Jetono ſuch un- 

* 79@ly ſeparation, The Brethren that 
C lepar ate, neglcct thcir Cuty in order to 
© diſcipline, and then ſeparate from the 
* Church fac want of diſcipline. 


[1xtc * 
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3. If the want of difcipline will juſt:f.c 
1cnarition from the Pariſh-Churches now, 
then it would jiſtihe the ſeparation of 
the Independants and Brownifſts in the 
Long Parliaments days: For Mr. Saxter 


Reform 4 
=>" faith, I he Presbyterians then had ſhewg 


p. 2i6, their Government 1n Paper, not in Acti- 
Preface to ons. That they generally had fettled in 


-— conſtant neglect of diſcipline many 


years rogether. That their practice, to 
Jet none partake of the Sacrament that re- 
fuſed to be examined, at the fame time 
leaving them ſtated members uncenſured, 
was rather to gather Churches our of 
Churches, than to execute any proper act 
of diſcipline : or to this effet, &c. with 
much more tothe ſame purpoſe. 

Lec the Brethren take notice by the 
way,. what a deep fenſe of evil Mr. Bax- 
rez had of gathering Churchcs ont of the 
Pariſh-Churchcs : And let not the Bre- 
thren think it a (inall matter to juſtihe all 
the ſeparations from the Pariſh- Churches 
in their days, 2gainft which they fo mrgh- 
tily exctayned herctofore. 1s it 2 Hght 
matrer to htden all the Sects in England 
that have ſepa: i:cd from the Church. 


Again, 'With what fincerity can the 
Brethren pretend the want of diſcipline, 
© inftifie ſey2tzation from the Pariſh- 
Cir hes, 


— ee —_v_ Q 41 OwW 3eDEB 


5. Ws. wv 5 CTY  Y- CY 


Land 


Boi 
Churches, that for many years together 
{ertled in a conſtant neglect of it ? 

4. And laftly, Whereas it is ſaid, I he 
ſeparating Miniſters 2re the more proh- 
table, and the more lively Miniſtess, 

| anſwer, | wilt not deny hut that 
ſome, yea many of the Miniſters,that are 
now laid alide, while they bad their mi- 
niſterial ſtanding in the Pariſh-Churches, 
and Catholick Communion, were proſi- 
table ; but the beit of them not more pro- 
hrable than many that now take their 
places- in the publick Eſtabliſhment, if 
ſo proficable. Compariſons we fay are 
qdious. 

Buc let them however be never fo pro- 
ficahle, if they once become Paſtors of 
Rated oppoſite Aſſemblies to the Pariſh- 
Churches, they may continue zealous, 
bur they ſhall ceaſe to be profitable as to 
the great ends of a Goſpel-miniſtry. 

Mr. Baxter telleth the Separatifts from gpigte to 
the Pariih- Churches, T hat the Phariſees ſeparate 
Licurgy is of too frequent uſe in the ſe- Congreez- 
parate Aſſemblies : 1 thank thee, O God, © 
I am not as other men are, nor as thu Pub- 
lican. | 

It cannot be denied, and can never e- 
nough be remembred and diſcourſed, for 
the admonition of all Miniſters and others, 
tha the ſame perſons, and that in great 
num- 


Apoloege- 
tical Nar- 
T 10N, 
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3:1mbers, that while they kept the pnb- 
!ick Communion, notwithſtanding all the 
pretended defects of the Paritſh- Chucches, 
they have bcen known to grow in all the 
fruics of the Spirit, mentioned Gal. 5. 
Faith, Love, Foy, Peace, FHlumility, Meck- 
neſs, Obedrence. But aſter their depar- 
turc from the Catholick Communion, that 
they night live in the Communion of a 
purer Church, they have been known to 
grow as faſt in the fruics of the fiefh ; 
namely, Variance, Hatred, Emulation, 
Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Herekzes ;- and 
many have fallen to horrible uncteannefs. 
The Independants heretofore tel} uy; they 
were caution'd againlt Browniſm, by the 
obſervation of the Rocks and She1v cs they 
obſerved they fplit upo1:. 

We have the ſame rcalon to beware of 
all Separations from the Parith-Churches 

,f England whattoever. 

Mr. Baxter having taken fpecial wotice 

of the ſtrange and wonderful Judgments 


of God that have followed pcrians that 
have ſeparated from the Pariſh-Churches, 


tor a purer Communton, writ an excellent 
Epiſtle tro the ſcparate Congregations, 
wherein he tift up his voice Iikc a 1 rumpet 
ro awaken them, and conrince them of 
their evil way : which let all the new Se- 


6 The 


pat .tiſts read, ard tremblc. 
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* Ihe hand of God is apparently gone Baxter'; 
< out againſt your ways of Separation, you Epiltle tv 
* ſee. you do but prepare perſons for a fur- —_— 
* ther progreſs, Seckers, Ranters,Quakers, TIN "0 
* and too many profeſſed Infidels do ſpring 
* up from amongſt you, as if this were 
© your journies end, and the perfection of 
© your revolt. | 
Again, * By ſuch fearful deſertions did 
© God formerly witneſs his deteſtation of 
© thoſe that with-drew from the Vniry of 
* the Church. 
Calvin (peaking of men that break in 
ſunder the bond of Church-Unity, which 
he reckoneth all to do that ſeparate from _ 
a Charch that hath the Word and Sacr a- c_ 
ments; No man, faith he, eſcapeth the _ FR 
due pumſhment of bus divorce : He bewitch- FOT9! 
eth himſelf with moſt peſtilemt errors, and 
wicked dotages. 
And thus we have found it in England, 
as wcil as Calvin and others obſerved it in 
other Countries. So that for the beſt M1- 
nitters and Pcople to agree to break ri;c 
Unity of the Church, for a purer and 
livelier Communion, is the way to |-c- 
come the worſt Miniſters and People; yea, 
No Minilters, No Chriſtians. 
* Oh! how dangerous and how deadly _ 
* a Tempration is it, ſaith Calvin, when j,q,, 1; 
* it doth but enter into our batt to open 4 
' from 


Anſw, 
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© from that Congregation wherein arc 
© {een the ſigns and tokens by which the 
© Lord thought fir to deſcribe his Church, 
© Let ws beware, faith he, of ſo wicked a 
* diſagreement. 


Argument V. 


If there be 12 one City or Country ſome 
lawful Paſtors, that meet in Houſe: 
with their Flocks, and ſome that 
meet in | emples, he is the Schiſma- 
tick that meeteth not with the firſt 
in Houſes, being of his Charge ; 
and he 1s the Schiſmatick that meet- 
eth not with the other in Temples, 
b-ing of his Charge; therefore to 
ſav, All muſt come to the Temples, 

or all muſt not, are both Schiſma- 


tical Alſe rtiOns. 


1. THis Argument ſtandeth upon a 
ſandy rotten foundation,namely, 
that all Pcrſons, Miniſters and Peeple, 
notwithſtanding the Laws to the contra- 
ry, may knot in Chiurch-Communion «s 
they plcaſc. 


Whereas it dependeth up- 


ON 


—_— 


_—_—K_ 


La 1- 
on the Nutfſe-Father of the Church to 
zovern the Paſtors, to bound and fix the 
pirticular Church-Communion of 21! 
Chriſtians 1n his Dominions, being a part 
of his work in the buſineſs of the Lord. A 
King of the true Religion, is not only a 
King of his Subjedts as Aer, but as Chri- 
ſtians ; though Belarmine ſay the contra- 
ry, to advance the Pope above Kings. 
That it is a part of his Truſt to do his 
utmoſt, that all things concerning the 
Worſhip of God and Religioa may be 
decently and orderly performed by his 
Chriſtian Subjets; and that the whole 
Aﬀeaic of Religion may be managed to the 
higheſt advantage for the glory of God 


tion of Souls. Kings are commanded to 
keep all the Law of God, to ſerve God, 
to kiſs the Son. This being ſpoken to 
Kings, not as Men, for ſoit would con- 
ccrn them then no more than other men, 
but as Kings: le followeth fome royal 
aCt is required of them, proper to them «5 
Kings. Therein do Kings, as they are 
commanded by God, ſerve God as Kings, 
ii in their Dominions they command 
things good, and forbid evil; not only 
in reſpect of humane Society, but che 
Worſhip of God alſo, ſaith St. Auſtsn. 
And this is that Royal Nurſing the 
Church, 


1Tim.2.z 


:t Cor.14 
49. 


Deut. 17. 
| | | 19. 
the honour of Religion, and the edifica- <4 2.10. 
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Church, which by the Prophet God hath 
promiſcd, laith Grote, in his Right of 
the highett power. | 

I order hereto, the King putteth the 
whole Nation into parts, as the General 
of an Army putteth his Soldiers ; build- 
eth, or cauſcih to be built publick Tem- 
ples for each part to meet at for the Wor- 
taip of Gud : Appointcth approved Pa- 
ſtois for the performance of the Offices of 
Religion to cach part , Encouragcth the 
Univerſitics, and all publick Schools of 
Lezrniag ;, Fixcth maintenance for the 
Miniltry, maketh Laws to biiid all the 
Chriſtians inhabiting in each part ordi- 
narily to tend upon the Word and Sacra- 
ments, adminittied by the Paſtors there 
fixed, to 2voiil confuſion, and to puntth 
all ſuch, as dilturbers of the peace and 
common Ordc;, that ſhall not obey. 


By which means, if Paſtors, and other 
Churci:-(-1 ors and People did thi du- 
ty, Not one Cliitittnunthe Ringdom but 
wou!'! cone under infpection, cxCept In 
ſuch Puirili.es which cre grown too nume- 
rous, anc imndecid c:lleth tor rectifying. 


Wherez2s, it ſuch particular care were 
- not taken, i: cannot rationally be imagi- 
ned, how 0:;c 1 hirg of the Netion ſhould 

CONC 
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rome under any Church-care at all, oc 
{vo much as hear the Goſpel truly taught. 
If the whole were not put into parts 
under particular. Officers, the multitude 
would be in confuſion : If they had not 
publick Temples ro meet at, the parts 
would be at aloſs for publick Meeting- 
places: If no Univerſities to breed and 
fic men for the Miniſtery, Popery would 
over-run us for want of learned men to 
defend the Truth; If Paſtors were not 
approved by men Orthodox, Hell would 
furniſh the Church with Hereticks 
and falſe Prophets, inſtead of true Pa- 
ſtors: lf maintenance for Miniſters were 
not fixed, Miniſters would be diſcoura- 
ged; for many would rather have no 
Miniſters, than be at the charge of main- 
taining them. If no Laws to bind Chri- 
ſti-ns to frequent the publick Ordinan- 
ccs, and keep their Stations, multicudes 
would indulge themſelves in idleneſs 
and ſchiſm, which the Laws are a curb 
[9. | 
Now where is the man living that can 
rel} a better way to provide for the ho- 
nour of Religion, and the ſalvation of a 
great Nation of Chriſtian ſouls, where 
there are ſo many millions to be lookt 
atcer* Neither in all this doth the King 
#ny thing but in a juſt purſuit of his Re- 
D TE pal 
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eal Truſt; for that he pur forth no AR 
in Holy Things, but only aboxt Holy 
Things: Noinward Act purely Eccle- 
faſtical, bur outward purely Political, 
though about Eccleſiaſtical objects, ſuch 
as Aſab, Fehoſ.iphat, Hezekiah, and 0- 
thers of the Kings of Irael did. Which 
Presbyterians do all allow to the Higheſt 
Power. 

Beſides all this, the Baptiſmal Cove- 


nant bindcth all that enter into it, to | 


obey Authority, making Laws for the 
gcneral good ; for that it bindeth men to 
ail Goſpei-urics, as Circumciſion bound 
the Iſcaclites to the Law of Aoſes. 

How then can the Brethren imagine a 


rclation hctween Paſtor and People, con- 


traty to the Law, as if particulars of a 
Community, mutually engaged to walk 
regnlarly, might break and tranſereſs all 
publick Orders, and be blameleſs. 

Fhe Law appointeth ſuch an approved 
Paſtor to perform the Oſhces of Reli- 
gion to fiich a Company of Chriſtians, 
in ſuch a Piriſh. The Law appointeth 
all thoſe pcrſons to own and atrend ſich 
an one for their Paſtor, till awful Go- 
vernours find caufe to remove him. That 
Cohabitation hath an apritude in it for 
conſtant and ordinary Church-communi- 
on, agrecth to common fenfe, and js ac- 


cording | 
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cording to Scripture-example. Particular 
Churches took their Name and Relation 
from Cohabication in Scripture-times : 
The Chriſtians dwelling at Cor:nth, Ephe- 
ſus, and Colo, take the name of the 
Church of Corinth, the Church of Epbe- 
ſu, and the Church of Coloſvo, Andin 
great Cities of Chriſtians, where the 
multitude is fo great as in London, that 
there is a neceſſicy of putting the whole 
into parts, *tis highly reaſonable for the 
cc:amon good, that the Neighbour- 
hood of each part ſhould concur toge- 
ther in Chucch-communion, becauſe be- 
ing near one another, they are in the 
better capacity to perform the duty of 
brethren to one another ; ſo that the 
Law, Righc Reaſon, and the Word of 
God, hath joyned the Pariſh-Miniſters 
and Pcople together. 

W ho. ver then ſhall go about to ſnatch 
away the people from the publick Mint- 
ſter, authoriſed by Law in this Nation 
( where we have a fixed Eccleſiaſtical 
Eſtace ) and gather the people to him- 
ſelf, to wait on his Miniſtry as a Paftor, 
I fear he will prove the Schiſmatick, for 
tat he breaketh the Union of the 
Church cauſeleſly, and worketh confu- 
ſin inthe Church of God. <1 ever ap- 


© proyed a peaceable Conformiſt before a Seinrs 
"MEN *tur. Af 
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©< turbulent Nonconformiſt, ſaith Mr. Bax- 
Fey's; 

Arain, * Above all, be followers of 
© peace and unity : He that is not a Son 
«of peace is not a Son of God. I differ 
*from my brethren in many things of 
* conſiderable moment; yet if 1 ſhould 
* :calovuily preſs my jzndgment- on others, 
* lo as to Uiſturb the peace of the Church, 
« znd ſeparate from my brethren, I ſhould 
© fear I ſhould prove a hre-brand in Hell, 
* for being a fhre-brand m the Church. 
©1 charge you,. if God ſhould give me 
*up to vny factious Church-rending 
©*courſe, that you forſake me, and foh- 
© low me not a ltep. 
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Argument VI. 


Natu'o ont to hold Perſonal Com- 


mun: thrſe Churches which 
have a' « Ordinances, and the 
pureſt «© ni-n, and te moſt 
lrvely All. nt mediing with 


other men. 


]. Ature alſo tercheth rot to hurt 
a Community iv. « p:!: 44 Con- 
venience; to prefer a part bef re the 


whole, is not natural: Foralmuch as 


the parts cannot be conſerved but in the 


whole, *tis but reaſonable that parrs quit 


their particular Inclinations to be ruled 
by the [nclination of the whole. | helight 
of Nature teacheth, That the general 


.good of Conſociations is to be pieferi*d 


before the particular good of particular 
Perſons, or particular Conſociations. 

2. Nature teacheth all loving, du: iful, 
and grateful Children, not to forſake 
and leave their Mother when ſhe i; flick 
or poor, if they may keep with her with+ 
out ſin ;, but on the contrary to |: boirta 
enrich and heal her. * T he way to cure 
* the Churches, ſaith Mr. Calamy, is not 
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Afr. Cala ©to ſeparate from them, but to continye 
my: F-* th thei, and by living with them, to 


min at 
Air 


Nia-ihiury, 


49. 


E*il 19 


$4.nts 


Rift 


©l,bou; to cntich and heal them. «By 
© other {14S men pull down the Church 
© conſcgiientially, but by ſeparation they 
© do 1t directly, ſaith Mr. Baxter - And 
© th.it by gathecing Churches into diſtinct 
© Bodics In oppo; 120m, they cut the throat 
© of the Chuich; and furcly that 1s 2- 
g:1;1t niture. If any one ſhoiild object, 
yes, but the new Separatiſts do not ga- 
thcr Chirches out of the Partth-Cuurches, 
}1 epp-ſiton to them. To this | anſwer 
mM the words of Mr. Baxter : 

© js putting materials together ; what 
© then is dis}joyning but pulling down ? 
Thar practice then that pulleth down the 
Puriſh-Churches, is done in oppolition to 
them, what ever the parties intend : Bur 
to gather Churches out of the Parith- 
Churches is to pull rhem down, and therce- 
fo:c a prattice in perfect opyolition to 
them. 

3. Separation to the apparent hurt of 
the publick ſpeaketh the 1ad lols of Ca- 
tholick Principles and Aﬀections. Firſt 
men loſe Catholick Principles, then Ca- 


tholick Aﬀections, and then fall to un- 
catholick Practices, ſinking snto ſelf. But 


*tis below the ſpiric and practice of a ge- 


Phil 2 4, Nerous Chriſtian to look at his own things 


only, 


* Building. 
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only. The Apoſtle lought not his own 


pcofit, but the profit of niany that they 1 Cor. 19, 
might be faved : He pleaſed not himſelf, 33: 


buc all men for their edification: And 
Tis his expreſs precent to the whole 


Church; Lec no man ſcek his own things, ! Cor. !0, 


bur every man anothers weal. 


Burt the caſe of the Pariſh-Churches is Objef, 


not all alike. 


*listruc, they are not all alike, in all Anſw, 


reſpects; in ſome the Miniſterial gifts 
are more excellent, in others leſs; bur 
they are all alike as to the lawfulneſs of 
Communion with them, and the unlaw- 
fulneſs of ſeparation from them. For 
that every Pariſh-Church, where an ap- 
proved Miniſter is fixed, is a true viſible 
Church, to which Chriſt hath promiſed 
his preſence: There is all that is eſſen- 
tial toa true viſible Church, that is plain 
becauſe there is both matter and form of 
ſuch a Church. 1. There is the Matter : 
for there is a company of viſible Saints, 
that is, a company of Profeſſors of ſaving 
faith in Chriſt, by the Baptiſmal Cove- 
nant ſeparated for God, and dedicated 
tohim; and ſo take the name of Saints 
as the primitive Church :$ did. 2. There 
is the Form too; and that is congrega- 
ting themſelves together in a ſtated courſe 
toworſhip God in Chriſt, To call upon 
D 4 biy 
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his Name, To hear his Word, to par- 
take of his Sacraments. Neither is any 
ſinful thing impoled 2s a condition of 
Laiy-communrion, in thc judgment of the 
Brethren themſclves.. Now nothing more 
Is required to denominatea truc Church, 
with which communion inay be held with- 
out (;n. | 

Calv. /z- *EEvery Congregation, launch Celvm, 

Py 155-4 <that pretendeth the name of the Church, 

Pol” <multbeihus rricd as with a Touchſtone, 
© if it have in ic the Word and Sicra- 
* ments, the Order appointed by the 
©Lord, it wii] not deceive us; let us 
© holdly yicld it the honour due unto the 
* Church. 

In - another place, © I here js not a 
* doubiful, not a deceitful face of a 
© Church, whihceiec the Word and Sacra- 
* ments po, icverently heard, and pure- 
*ly admiiniiied, Chrilt gocth along with 
*them ; for lis promile cannot deceive, 
* Matth 18. 20 And theſe can be no 
*where in a fixed ſtaycd tate, bur they 
* miſt bring forch fruit. Thus far He. 

Sq} in- © The Pariſh-Churches being one ard 

pe 9. 4.4 211 of this charater, they are ſiich 

f-34'- «© Churchcs fiom which a godly man may 
© not ({eparate, where the Word and S: 
*craments are, faith Calvin. Apain, 
* Such a Church is neyer to bg _ olt, 

| : $rhov?ht 


 conlidering the true ſtate af the Paſtors 
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£ though it ſwarm tull of many fother 
* faults; yea fome faultineſs creep into 
©the Adminiſtration of Doctiine and $a- 
© craments. 

It muſt needs then be a grievous ſin to 
ſeparate fiom the paoreſt Pariſh-Church 
in England ; nay the more grievous, and 
the greater is the ſin of a godly able Mem- 
ber to ſepi3ratc from ſuch a Church, than 
from one more perfect, becauſe there js 
the molt nced of the brotherly ailiſtance 
vi abler brethren, 1f that part of the 
Church where the lot of more able per- 
ſons are caſt, happen-to be uncomely by 
the weak gifts of the Miniſter, the ig- 
norance and defetts of the Members, let 
ſuch Brethren hearken ta the Apoltle 
upon the uncomcly parts. We beſtow ic. 2: 
more. abundant honour, alluding to the 25, a6, 
natural Body and Mark, that there may 
be no Schiſm inthe Body. And hereler 
me add, 

Should an honeſt and zcalous knowing 
Chriſtian, whoſe lot by God's provi- 
dence becometh caſt into the Communi- 
on of a poor weak Church ; I ſay ſhould 


he in the fear of God, and love of the 


Church, and poor Brethren, in ſtead of 
icparating from the Church, hold the 
cloſer communion with the Church, and 


and 
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and Brethren, apply himſelf to them for. 
the general good, endeavouring to prefer 
the common intereſt, by allmanner of holy 
prudent and fitting applications, he ſhall 
undoubtedly find comfort in it at death 
more than they that ſeparate: For they 
to their power. have pulled down the 
Church for their private convenience; 
the other denicd his own convenience to 
ſupport the Church. - 
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Argument VII. 


1s we condemn mot all the Pariſh- 
Churches beſide when we arc but in 
one of them, ſo we condemn none of 
them abſolutely, whin we are in 
rone of them,elſe the Pariſh Churches 
ſinfully condemn th: French and 
Dutch. 


1, He bare ſimple meeting of Pariſl:- 
Churches in ſeveral places, doth 


not amoune to condemning one another, 
no more than ſeveral Companies of an 
united Army quartering in ſeveral places 
doth, becauſe though they meet in ſeve- 
gal places, they all mect as parts of one 
anothcc 
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another in the ſame communion, parted 
. only for the better accommodation of 
the whole. Bur Separatiſts, that gather 
Churches out of the Pariſh-Churches into 
diſtin Congregations,under a d:ftin& yn- 
diſcovered Government ; ſuch meet not 
4 parts in the Communion of the whole, 
bur as partzes cut off from the Communi- 
on of the whole, and in oppoſition to the 
whole: For which there being no ſuſh- 
cient cauſe, they do moſt ſinfully con- 
dema their Brethren, and ſtand juſt in 
the condition of a Troop or Company 
inan Army, that in diſcontent have with- 
drawn themſelves from the main Body, 
reſolving to ſtand upon their own de- 
fence, refuſing to give and take influences 
from the whole. Now look what the ſtate 
of ſuch a Troop or Company would be in 
the judgment of the Army, the ſame 
muſt ſuch Aſſemblies be in the judgment 
of the Church, 


Ar ſr. 
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Argument VII. 


The Temples and publick Maintenance 
are in the Maviſtrate's hand, and he 
may grve them to whom he will : 
And if he diſpoſſeſs the lavful Pa 
ſtors of them, they are bound to obcy 
him : but they may not take them. 
ſelves diſcharved of their Paſtoral! 
Office in relation to ther Flocks. Mi- 
giſtrates oraain not Miniſters, nor 


aegrade them. 


'E He Argument ſuppoſeth the Pa- 


riſh-Paſtors and Churches to 


have no Axthoritative Government over 
rhem at all, or clfe that thiey owght to 
have none; but that cvery particular 
Paſtor and Congrev ation thioughout all 
Fnglard ſhould ſtand independent, both 
which ſuppoſitions are very falle. 

That ina Chriſtian Nation where the 
King is of the true Religion, and where 
there is near ten thouland . particular 
Paſtors and Congregations; to ſay that 
theſe by divine rioht ſhould af ſtand in- 
| depen- 
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dependent without ſome ſuperiour powe: 
to govern the whole, is againſt the ligh: 
of nature, and common ſenſe ; for where 
ever multicude is, there is confuſion, 
unleſs that multitude by victue of Order 
be brought to an Unity. It cannot be 0- 
therwiſe, but that plurality not united 
together by the bond of Union, mult 
conre to diviſion, and from diviſion to 
contention, and from contention to con- 
ſulion, as we found by experience upon 
unhinging the Government by Biſhops, 
and the loſs of our fixed Eccleſiaſtical 
State. 


2.. Since the Reſtoration of the King, 
and the Biſhops, the Pariſh-Paſtors and 
Churches become fixed by Law again, 
and are under Government. Andif the 
Brethren have taken the Oath of Supre- 
macy, they have owned the King to be 
ſupreme Governour of all Perſons and 
Cauſes in his Dominions both Eecleſiaſti- 
cal and Civil. Now except the Brethren 
think the bounding particular Congrega- 
tions, and ordering the Paſtors, to be 
no Eccleſiaſtical Canſes : They are both 
under the government and ordering of the 
- King, and determined by the Laws; and 
particular Paſtors and Congregations can- 
not Claim ladependency without fin. 


The 


Book, of 
C anons. 
Seventh 
C an08. 
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The King hath made the Biſhops Go- + 


vernours under himſelf of all the parti- 
cular Paſtors and Pariſh-Churches in Eng- 
land, 3s any one may ſee that readeth 
the Book of Canons, wherein the King 
ratifieth and enjoyneth this Canon with 
the reſt, That Excommunication rpſo 
fatto pronounced againſt the man that de- 
praveth the Government by Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, &c. 
Now how ſhould the Brethren conti- 
nue lawful Paſtors to particular Flocks 
in the Church of England, contrary to 
the publick Laws of Superiours* The 


Law ſich all Incumbents that perform 


not ſuch conditions, ſhall ceaſe to be Pa- 
riſh- Paſtors: Thereupon others become 
laced in their room. The Brethren 
ay» though they do not perform thoſe 
conditions, and others be put in their 
laces, yet their Paſtoral relation to their 
locks ſtandeth till, Now I ask how this 
can be, except the Brethren reckon them- 
{clves lawlefs perſons. 


Obje&. Why but though they are no 


lawtul Paſtors before the Church of 


Ery/and, and intheeye of the Law, yer 
the | are before God. 


Anſw. 


[ 47 | 


 _ Ainſw. 1. If they are no lawful Paſtors 
before the Church, and in the eye of the 
Law, they cannot be lawful Paſtors of 
their particular Flocks before God, be- 
cauſe tor the ſ.fety and common-weal of 
the Church, God hath committed the 
wer of governing both Paſtors and 
locks to the Nutſe-tather of the Church 
(whom the Brethren uſe to ſtile a Biſhop 
of things WITHOUT:) To that 
purpoſe the power of placing, diſpla- 
cing, depoſing, ſuſpending, and remov- 
ing Paſtors, as he ſhall find cauſe, Weth- 
our or Againſs the Peoples or Paſtois 
minds: Otherwiſe, an end ſhall be pro- 
pounded him; that is, to preferve the 
Churches Purity, Peace, and Unity, but 
the ncceſſary means ſhall be denied him : 
One whereof, is to have the power of 
placing , diſplacing, tranſplanting, or 
temporary ſuſpending Miniſters; for thac 
ſometimes they prove ſcandalous, fome- 
times heretical, ſometimes ſeditious,ſome- 
_ times improved for publick uſe. 

In all which caſes, it is plainly neceſſa- 
ry for-the common good, that Paſtors 
be removed, bur *cis not always found 
that Paſtors and People are willing to it, 
but the contrary. Thar popular eleCtion 
is not abſolutcly neceſſary to the rela- 

| tion 
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tion of Paſtor a:d Flock (thoveh in 


ſome cales convenirnt) is the dcclare 
Judgments of the London-Miniſters, 45 


Fus drivin. well as others; for which they give ſtronp 


_Mizi\t.p, Realons- 


I 32s 


Baxter, 


P. 132. 


Object. But if it be ſaid further, Mapi- 
ſtrates do not Ordain Miniſters, nor dc- 
grade them. 


Anſw. 1. Tis one thing for a Magi- 
ſtrate to degrade a Miniſter, another 
thing to prohibit him the exerciſe of his 
CHMinftry in bs Dominions. T his, ſaith 
Mr. Baxter, unqueſtionably he may do. 


2. Solomon did not ordain Abiatbar, 


but he depoſed him, and ſet up Zadec in 
his room. And Mr. Baxter faith, *Ic 


Holy Com- © was juſt Solomon, David, and other 


monwesl. 


. þ. 302. 


© Kings of 1/rael and Judah did take down 
© and ſet up Prieſts, and order the Offi- 
©cers of the Houſe of God. The care 


Book of Of the Church is ſo committed to Kings, 


(1nous, 
16409. 


in the Scripture, that they are commen- 
ded, when the Church goeth the right 
way; and taxec, when it runneth amiſs : 
And therefore her Government belong- 
eth in chief unto Kings ; for otherwiſc,one 
ma2 would be commended for anothers 


Carey and taxcd for anothers negligence. 
Ihe 


Jus Divin., Miniſter Anglic. 


a... 6 ea: a ©: 
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The old Nonconformiſts therefore being 
ſilenced, did acquieſce therein, zud being 
objected againſt by the Browniſts for ſp 
doing, they juſtihe themſcives by this 
Argument , ©<If a guiltleſs perſon put out 
© of his charge by the Churches Autha- 
© ricy, may yet continne in it, what pro- 
*ceedings can there be againſt guilty 
* perſons, who in their own conceit are 
_ © always guilcleſs, or will at leaſt pretend 
© ſo to be, ſeeing they alſo will be always 
© ready to object againſt the Churches 
© Judgment, that they are called of God, 
© and therefore will not give over their 
© Miniſtry at the will of man. Mr. Rath- 
© band, p. 41. 

Upon the whole then, It appeareth a 
vain Plea of the Brethren, that after theic 
particular Flocks are by publick Gover- 
nors and the Laws diſpoſed to other Shep- 
herds legally qualified, they ſhould yer 
ſtile themſelves, The Legal Paſtors, and 
call the preſent Incumbents Uſurpers. As 
if a Captain when his Commiſſion is taken 
from him, by the General, and his Com- 
pany transferred to the Condutt of ano- 
ther, ſhould yer affirm he was Captain, 
and the Company his Company : Hould 
any diſcontented Officer in an Army 
piead thus, and make a party upon it, 
and diſtuid the peace of the Army, it 

E wo":19 


Wi 


would be very ſcandalous. 


Church. 


be obeyed abſolutely, in-point of Paſtors, 
Charch and Worſhip? If ſo, then in 
Spain, France, Italy, and all over the 


World. 


Anſw. No doubt the power of the 
Magiſtrate in point of Paſtors, Church 
and Worſhip is limited by God: And 


Baal in his room, and commanded the 
People to own him for the Prieſt of the 
true God, he ought not to have been o- 


he ought to be obcyed, becauſe he did but 
change the Officer, not the Religion. 


our qutics in Religion, but not from our 
dutics: Therefore it he command true 
ordaincd Miniſters not to preach, or peo- 
ple not. to hear them, or not to perform 
their duty to them; IVhether it be better 
to obey Ged or men, judge ye. : 
; 
Anſms. | 


There 1$ | 
the ſamic reaſon it ſhould be ſo in the. 


Objet. But what, Are Magiſtrates to | 


therefore if King Solomon, when he put | 
down Abrathar, had ſet up a Prieſt of 


beyed : But ſince he fet up Zadoec in his | 
room, a true Prieſt of the ſ:me Religion, | 


Object. Magiſtrates may Crive us on to | 
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Anſo. 1. IT ruth of Ordination Alone, 
S will not continue a Ticle to a publick 
J ſtation in the Miniſtry 1 all caſes. Abi- 
, If atbar was truly ordained a Prieſt, bur yet 
the Brethren grant it was lawful for Sols- 
| if 220 to depoſe him. If true ordained 
8 Miniſters ſhall after their Ordination, 
J by Scandal, Herefie, or Schiſm, threaten 
the Church, they are to be avoided by 
| Divine Law: As by private perſons, in zen. 16. 
| If a private capacity, ſo by publick perſoas, i 7. 
| JI in a publick capacity, for the commen 
- ff ſafery of the Church. Gret:w telleth ys, 
* if © The right of removing a certain per- Grotus 
 } << fon, or perſons from the Miniſtry of 718% 9 q 
** 2 certain place, ought always to re- ruby, 4 - 
FF © main in the higheſt power : Nor only z,, 
If © may he do this by way of puniſhment, 
I ©© but by way of caution too; and vun- 
Bleſs the higheſt power could do this, 
© the Commonwealth wete not ſufhcient 
J *to f(ecure it (elf. 


p. 240 


For a Non-conforming Miniſter then, 
though truly ordained, to undertake to 
preach in this Nation contrary to Law, 
and draw pcople to hear him contrary 
to Law, ſome think ſo far from being 

FF 2ny point of Obedience ro God, that ic 
| maketh both Miniſter and People gullty 
; 2 of 
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of greater evils than I am willing to 
mention. 


*Tis true, if a Jewiſh or Heathen Ma- 
giſtrate, being of a falſe Religion, com- 
mand an Apoltle of the true Religion 
not to Preach any more in Chriſt? 
Namie : then to diſobey Man would b- 
to obey God; which was the caſe of th. 
Apoltle Peter , who though he coulu 
work Miracles to juſtihe his Divine Com- 
million, yet the Council of the Jews for- 
bad him to ſpeak any more in Chriſt's 
Name: To whom he ſaith, Whether it be 

AN 4+ 19: þerter to obey Godor men,judge ye. 

But this is far from our Brethrens caſe; 
and thercfore this Text is impertinently 
urged. | 


Becauſe our Non-conformilts can plead 
no extraordinary Call to the Miniſtry, 2s 
Peter could : They can work no Mira- 
cles to juſtifie their Commiſſton,as Perer 
could. On the other hand, our Law 
makers, the King and Parliament are ro 
Tews, 2s that Council was to whom the 
Apoltle Perer ſpike thuſc words. But on 
the colitrary. 


re Rena 
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With us the Supreme Magiſtrate is a 
Chriftian: And inſtead of forbidding per- 
ſons to. preach in Chrift®: Name, as the 
Jewiſh Magiſtrates did, he filleth che pub- 
lick Temples with Paſtors or Preachers 
in Chriſt's Name; and quice contrary to 
the Jews, comm..ndeth them to preach in 
his Name, and the People to hear them. 
upon certain Penalties if they neglet;. 
and for reaſons of Church and State, 
forbiddeth private Conventions for Wor- 
ſhip ; as the Church of Scotland was ever 
wont to do. This is our caſe. Now for 
Miniſters and People, as this caſe is, to 
walk croſs to publick Authority, and diſ- 
obey man, | fear is to diſobey God, who 


hath ſaid, Let every Soul be ſubjelt to the Rom.13.1; . 


higher power. 
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Argument I X. | 


if Magiſtrates would appoint ns uv). 
skilful Phyſicians for our Boates, 
whe» we can chooſe better for our 
ſelves, we lrve our lives too well, to 
think we ſhould obey them : But the 
Magiſtrat- hath = power to de- 
rive us of the chotce of our own 
beſt Soul Phyſicians, than of oar 
Boay Phyſicians ; for that the dan- | 
ger of Death © leſs terrible than 
the aamaer of Damnation. 


'Þ H E London Miniltcrs, as well 
as others, have given divers good 
Reaſons, why in ſome cales, People are 
not to be truſted with the choice of their 
NMmtfters. 


2. Some think, by reflecting upon the 
furious proccedings of unpeaceable ſpiri- 
ced men this laſt Thirty Years, that it 
is far better for Religion, and the ſ(afe- f 
ty of the People, to enjoy a peaceable 
ſplutted Miniſter, ehiovgh of weaker gifts, 

nan 


—_ 
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than a turbulent, though of never ſo 
excellent gifts, for that peace to the 
Church is as life to the man. 


The moſt Learned Lord Bacon, ſpeak- 
ag of peace in the Church, and the be- 


aehts of it to thoſe within the Church, jg, p. 13. 


faith, © It containeth infinite Bleſlings , 
© it eſtabliſheth Faith, it kindleth Cha- 
* rity. The outward peace of the 
* Church, diſtilleth into peace of Con- 
© ſcience, and it turneth the labours of 
« Writing and reading of Controver- 
« ſes, into TI reatiſes of Mortification and 
© Devotion. Bur ſpeaking of diſ-union, 
he ſaith, **?Tis worſe for the Church, thag 
* corruption of Manners. 


3. If the higheſt power for reaſons of 
ſtace, ſhould appoint choſen and approv- 
ed Phyſicians to any place, who can refuſe 
them? Grotius telleth us, * Though na- 
© rurally men chuſe Teachers for their 

* Children, and give them Guardians, 
© ſick perſons make uſe of what Phyſici- 
© an they. pleaſe; yet in many places 
© Guardianſhip is appointed by Law, er 
© the will of the Magiſtrate , Phyſicians 
© and School-maſters are conſtituted by 
©publick Order, with Interdition of 


© others from the practice of thoſe facul- 
| E *4 ties. 


f <© ſtors. 
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* ties. And he ſaith, © This right is com- 
« petent to the higheſt power. And as 
for the appointirg of Paſtors, he ſaith 
thus, * That ſometimes there may be juſt 
* cauſcs why the higheſt Power ſhould 
* challepge to it ſelf the eleQion of Pa- 
No miſe man will deny. Many 
* Reaſons he yrgeth, p. 215. For often 
*Errouts introiuced into the Church cf 
« God, -gainſt the Word of God, cannot 
© be rooted out by other means. Often 
© there is no other way to avoid Schiſm : 
wich more tothe ſame purpoſe,and conclu- 
Geih, * I he manner of election of Paſtors 
©to be of the number of thoſe things 
© that are not ſpecially determined by 
© Law Divine : An: thar :ccordingly in 
© ancient time, the Church ſometime 
* proceeded cne way, ard ſometime ano- 
© ther way, according to the difierent 
© ſtare and condition of the Church. T his 
© he ſheweth at large; and that this alſo 
* was the Judgment of Beta, p. 195. 


4. If the DoQtrine preached in the 
pooreſt Pariſh-Church in England, be 
humbly heard and embraced, though 
reached by a weak Miniſter, there can 
« no danger of damnation, becauſe ?ris 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel of Chrilt, 
Which is the power of God to Salvati- 
ES Ss cn, 
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on. And the very ſame for ſubſtance 
which the Brethren preach in private (if 
they preach, Truth: ) And if any preach 
contrary thereto, ſuch are no. Miniſters 
allowed by Authority. 


i The few ggdly Names in the Church 
of Sards, did not only keep themſelves 
in the love of God, bur in a ttate of much 
purity, even under a dead Miniſtry. Kev. 3- 1. 
For that Angel, though he had a Name 
tolive, was dead. Salvation then is not 
in danger under a weak, ſo it be @ true 
Miniſtry, unleſs it be the peoples own 
f.iule: And ſo it will be under. the moſt 
lively Miniſtry in the World, but higher 
Edification only; which inconvenience 
by diligent Prayer, reading the Holy 
Scriptures, eſpecially Chriſt's Sermon on 
the Mount, with other good Books, godly 
Conference, and good works, may be re- 
deemed. | 


6. The natural itch ia common People 

| to quarrel with Superiors, Paſtors and 

| others, and with-drawing their due obe- 

dience, hath been of very ſad conſequence 

in England. *©| think, {-ith Mr. Baxter, 

© til] we have better taught even our god- Mr. Baxt. 
©ly People, what credit and obedience againſt 

+ is due to their Teachers and S virirual Crancen 


_ . 83. 
Guides, ? 
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* Guides, the Churches of England ſhall 
© never have peace, or any good or eſta- 
* bliſh*d order : We are broken for want 
* of the knowledge of this Truth; till 
* this be known, we ſhall neycr be well 

* bound up and healed. 


$0. Ga — 
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In another place, © Art thou ready to 
©* cenſure the DoRrine of thy Teachers, 
© che Actions of thy Rulers, and the Per- 
© ſons of thy Brethren, beyond doubt 
*thou art a proud perſon, pride hath 
© ſeized on thy Heart, there is too much 
* Hell jn thee to have any acquaintance at 
© Heaven. Itis poſlible his invention and 
* memory, may furniſh his Tongue with 


© humble and heavenly expreſſions, but in 


© his Spirit there is no more Heaven than 
«there is Humility. 
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Argument X. 


The wew Separ ati{t's do mot ſeparate 
from the Pariſb-Cl arches upon the 
ſame terms that ſome others do ;" vis... 
4s being no true Churches of Chriſt, 
having no true Miniftry, nor true 
Worſhip, witÞ which communion may 
lawfully be held : but the Presbyte- 
rians ſeparate to enjoy 4 better Mi- 
niftry, Diſcipline, and a purer Com- 
munion, and will ſometimes hold 
Communion with the Pariſh-Charches, 
where they can have no better ; ſo 
that their Separation # but like re. 
moving from one PariſbChurch to 
swther : *'I is not ſetting up Altar 
againſt Altar. 


'F He culpable Schiſmof the Brethren Anſw. 
lieth in marter of fadt, That 

they cauſleſly and cruelly divide the 

Church, let the teyms upot which they 

| doit be what they wall. 


2. To 
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2. Toremove from one Pariſh-Church 
to another Pariſh-Church, was never 
called Separation, nor ever counted 
blame-worthy, becauſe al) the Pariſh- 
Churches in England are in one and the 
ſame common Communion, under one 
and the ſame Government and Difci- 
pline, meeting in parts for neceſlicy ſake, 
and by publick order : $o that by ſuch 
removing from- one Pariza- Church to an- 
other, there is no publick Order bicke, 
there 15 no ?ffront offered to Authority : 
But to gather Churches out of the Pariſh- 
Churches eſtabliihed by Law, into di- 
ſtint Congregations, under a dGiltiact 
Government, contrary to the publick 
Laws, this is downright Separation : 
This is plainly to ſer up Altar againſt 
Altar, in the Language of Mr. Baxter in 
his Book of Reſt : Such Diſunion and Se- 
paration 45 thu, he \aith, ws wtterly wto- 
lerable, becauſe it cutteth the Church into 
ſhredz: It directly demoliſheth and pulleth 
down the Church, Building, ſaith he, « 
but an orderly joyning the materials. 
What then us dujoyning, but pulling down ? 
and to do thus, « ro cure the Church by 
extting her throat, as hath been nated 
before. 


2. Theſe 


| G1 ] 


2. Theſe new Separatiſts, by theic 
ſeparation upon theſe terms, make theic 
Schiſm ( in fome reſpetts) more crimi- 
nal, and leſs excuſable, both before God 
and man, than the worſt Set that ever 
ſeparated from the Pariſh-Churches : 
Becauſe the Browniſts and Anabeptiſts 
have always pleaded for the juſtification 
of their Separation from the Pariſh- 
Churches, that our Churches, Miniſtry 
and Worſhip were falſe, yea Antichri- 
ſtian; and therefore they could not hold 
Communion with the Pariſh-Churches 
without ſin. Now though they are abu- 
ſed by their wild and mad conceits, yet 
their erroneous conſciences make theic 
Ichiſm leſs criminal before God, than 
the new Presbyterian Schiſm ; becauſe 
though they believe the Pariſh-Churches 
true Churches, the Miniſtry a true Mi- 
niſtry,the Worſhip true Worſhip, and 
therefore ſuch as they may not only law- 
fully hold Communion with, but that 
ſometimes they ought to do it : Yet pre- 
{ume to gather Churches out of them in- 
to diſtinct Congregations ; and that after Preface to | 
themſelves have told us in their Divine #5 Divine | 
Right of Presbyrery ( with truth enovgh) Right of | 
T hat ro gather Charches out of Churches, G,vom. 
meaning the Pariſh-Churches of Eng- uw. 

land, 


: 
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land, uw 4 pratiice without all Scripturc- 
precedent, contrary to Apoſfolical Precept : 
The ſcattering of the Churches, rhe Mo- 
ther of Confuſun, The Danyhter of Schiſm, 
and the Stepmother of Ed ation. 

We believe the cruth of this Propoſi- 
tion now, and that it fhineth with its 
own light, and that ic is utterly im- 
poſlible ever to ſhew one Scripture Pre- 
cept or Precedent, where the. beſt mem- 
bers bave ſeparated from a true Churoh 
(though corrupt 1a many things ) iato 2 
diftin# Congregation, to become a new 
Church of themſelves, merely for a more 
lively Miniſtry, Difcspline, and purer 
Communion. Sure 1 am, the pious and 
zealous people of the corrupt Churches 
of the New Teſtament did not do thus. 
In the Church of Serdss there was but a 
few living names; the Miniſter and the 
generality of the people was dead. Bur 
what, do we find thele few living names 
ſeparating from the dead Angel, and 
dead part of the Church, for a more 
pure and lively communion ? No fuch 
 watter : Neither did: the Lord Jeſus in 
his Letter from Heaven to theſe few 
living names, give Them any ſuch Pre- 
cept: He praiſes the few living names, 
that they kept themſelves pure in the 


communion of a bad, unciiciplin?d 
Church; 
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Church ; but did not command them to 
ſeparate from the reſt, into a diſtinct 
body, for a purer communion amongſt 
themſelves: Yet he neither wanted love 
to them, nor wiſdom to dire them. 


3. Conſider that the molt rigid Brow- 
niſts and Separatiſts themſelves, have 
declaimed againſt Separation from ſuch 
a Church, upon ſuch grounds as you in- 
ſiſt on. Robsnſon ſaith thus, * That from 
© a true Church, ſo remaining, ſepara- 
*tion from ſuch a Church is intolerable Jiſcug!; 
© for any corruptions whatſoever : A wick- p. 32. 
«ed Schiſm it is, ſaith he. 


Robiaſ. 
Regſong 
ed, 


4. Whereas you gather the beſt people 
out of the Pariſh-Churches, into di- 
ſtint Congregations, for a better, and 
purer communion ſake; conſider, this 
practice is the effe@t of ſinful ſelf-love, 
that would provide well for it ſelf, h 
never ſo much to the detriment of the 
publick. Mr. Edward: ſaid from Mr. Cart - 
\ wright, the whice Devil was in this pre- 
rence. ?T11s true, that where there is in 
any Nation an Army of a hundred thou- 
ſand men; for ren or rwenty Captains to 
gather all the valiant, faithful, diligent, 
skilful Souldiers of the Army into ren or 
ewenty Troops or Companies: This 
, would 
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would make ten or twenty excellent | 
Troops or Companies, and no doubt | 
would be very pleaſant to the Captains | 
and vouldiers fo related. But what © 
miſchief, by this means, would be done 
to the whole Army? Were it not eve- 

ry way better for the whole Army, that * 
the beſt Souldiers ſhould be ſcattered | 
throughout the Army, ſome in every 
Troop and Company, for the giving 
good exaitiple, and ſpiriting and pro- 
voxing the reſt to their duty ? Conſider 
this well, and apply this fim:litude to 
your Separation from the Pariſh-Church- 
es, the reaſon being evidently the fame, 
and you cannot bur accept conviction, | 
chat your Separation, it you ſhould per- | 
ſiſt iv ir, would endanger the lols of 
many thouſand fouls,. wrong the grear 
jiaccreſt of Chriſtian Religion in the Na- |} 
tion, and extremely hazard the Prote- 
ſtant cauke. Remember the Church is | 
compared to an Army with Banners. / 


43. Conſider how unlike tiis felfiſh 
pr-ctice is, tothe Novle, Generous, Ca- 
tholick ſpirit of Chriſt and his Apoſtles : 
Scripture teljeth us, thac Chriſt, though 
he was rich, he made himſelf poor, that 
we thicugh his poverty might be made 
1ich. You on the contrary, to accom- | 
raodate 
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modate your ſelves, care not who nor 


how many you make poor, I meaa in ſpi- 
ritual comfort. 


Again compare your practice with 
theſe Scriptures of the Apoſtle Paxl, 


* and you will be aſhamed of it: Look not 


every man on hu own things, but every 
man on anothers alſo. Let no man ſeck, 
hu own things, but every man anothers weal. 
l ſeth, not my own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they my be ſaved: Uponthe 
uncomely parts we beſtow the more abun- 
dant honour, that there may be no Schiſm 17 
the body, but that the whole body may bave 
the ſame Care one for another, Brethren, 
to reconcile your praQtice with theſe 
Scriptures, you will find a hard task, 
except you were miſtaken when you ſaid, 
To gather Churches out of our Pariſh- 
Churches, was the Mother of confuſion : 
If Separation be the Mother of confuſi- 
on, God is not the Author of it: For 
God is the God of order, not of confu- 
fion. And if it be the Mother of con- 
fulon, how can you proceed in ſuch a 


| path ? 


Objelt, If you ſhall ſay, as ſome do, 
We hold with the ſeparate people of the 
P,ezbyrerian perſwaſion, to prevent theic 

pt F running 
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runaing into other Sets, at laſt to Qua- 
keriſm. | 


Anſw. 1. In the mean time you com- 
mit a groſs ſin, the fin of Schiſm, by 
breaking the union of the Church with- 
out ſufficient cauſe z and that to come at 
an uncertain good, contrary to the rule, 
Rom. 3.5. 


2. Separation is the way to make Qua- 
kers, as our cxpericace hath proved, ra- 
ther than to prevent Qu:keriſm. 


. 3. You gileve and wro''g the legal Mi- 
niſtcr, by ſcattering his flock, under- 


mining his reputation with the people, 


weakning his maintenance, as wel) as the 
maintenance of all Pariſh- Officers : This 
vas your complaint heretofore againſt 
the Independents. 


4. Ycu wrong the people you com- 
ply with more, by joyning with them in 
their fin of Separation, than you can Co 
them good. 1. By tacitly conſenting to 
theic necClcls ſcruples, which you know 
to be fo, 2nd therehy become acceſlſary 
to the weakneſs of their  conſcicnces, 
and ſuperſtition that followeth upon it. 
2. You train vp the people to a diſlike 

4 of 
(5 


a ov az A as 


F 


[ 67] 

of publick Authority by your example, 
and ſo feed the bumont of ER 
Fifch Commandment, and teach the 
young man to lift up himſelf above the 
Ancient, and the vile above the Honour- 
able; as they have moſt ſhamefully done 
for thirty years laſt paſt. 3. You train 
them up in ſpiritual pride, apy. 
themſelves that they are righteous, an 

condemning others. 


5. By this praſtice you harden all the 
Sects in their way, and make all hopes of 
any ſetled Government, even in your 
own way, deſperate. 


6. This ſeparation tendeth to Atheiſm, 
inſtead of Reformation: people ſeein 
ſo many new unheard of ways in Reli- 


gion, and all the ſeveral parties crying 


out to the people, Lo here is Chriſt; 
Thouſands of the people conclude, there 
is nothing certain in Religion, and neg- 
tett all. 


7. To deter you from ſeparating from 
the Pariſh-Churches, to come at a purer 
communion, let me put you in mind of 


a conſiderable ſaying of Mr. Baxter's to Barter, 
the old Separatiſts, *It is very remark- EP: 79 5c 
*able, ſoith he, that it is a pretence of © 
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© our impurity, and a greater purity with 
« you, that is pleaded by thoſe that ficſt 
* turn over to you. And that this height 
© of all Impieties, ſaith he, ſhould be the 
© uſual iſſyuc of a way pretended ſo exact 
« andclean ; doubtleſs it is none of God's 
* mind by this co diſcourage any from 
© purity and true Reformation, but to 
© ſhew his deteſtation of that ſpiritual 
© pride, which maketh men have too high 
© thoughts of themſelves, and too much 
* to coniemn others, and to deſire to be 
© furthei ſeparated from them, than God 
© inthe day of grace doth allow of. Con- 
* ſider this, ris the judgment of ſome, 

*that thouſands are gone to Hel), and 
«© ten thouſands upon their march thicher, 
© that in all probahility had never come 
*there, if they had not been tempted 
«from the Pariſh-Churches, for the en- 
*joyment of commuuion in a purer 
* Church. 


” mw ww oa mw ww z2ETDT CT op EO7 OI 


[ 69 ] 


Argument XI. 


The Pariſh-Churches now, are mot 9 


they were in the times when Presby- 
terians cryed out of gathering 
Churches out of them : Therefore 
their [ayines to the Separatiſts then, 
ought . not to be refleffed on, and 
ured arnainſt their praitice now ; 
for theſe Reaſons, 1, Becanſe the 
Pariſh-Churches then, impoſed no- 
thing upon the Miniſter or people 
contrary to the Word of God, now 
they do. 2. Becauſe the Pariſb- 
Churches then were reformable, now 
they have covenanted againſt Re. 


formation. 3. The Pariſh Churches 


then had proper Paſtors, that hadthe 
power of the keys of Gover nnent, 
not ſo now. 4. Becauſe in the Pa- 
riſh Churches now, the Presbyterian 
Miniiters are forbidden to preach, 
and the people to have the Sacrament, 
or their children to be baptized, un- 
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leſs they will ſay and do ſuch things 
As they aare not ac, for fear of 
Goa's aiſpleaſure, The Pariſh- ' 


Churches them drove none ſuch away 
from Miniftry and Communion, 


Infinuation I. 


PT inſinuated, the Pariſh-Churches in 
Presbyterian days, impoſed nothing con- 
trary to the Word of God, either upon 
Aimiſter or People, but now they do. 


l. He Pariſh-Churches cannot juſt- 

ly be charged with impoſing any 
thing at all, cither upon Miniſter or 
people, much leſs impoſing any thing 
contrary to the Word of God ; becauſe 
they ſtand in the capacity of Subjetts 
not Legiſlators. 


2. WH AT is it that is impoſed ? 
Firſt, upon the Parif: CHURCH-MEM- 
BERS, contrary to the Word of God, 
there is not any one thing inſtanced in, 
and it is judged impoſſible for any one 


to prove one ſuch thing. Mr. Baxter 
love, p. 38, Communicateth with ſome of the Pariſh- 


_ Churches, 


: 
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Churches, both in the Word, Prayer and 
Sacrament of the Lord?s Supper ; and tel- 
leth us, that divers Learned Noncon- 
formiſt Miniſters in 166;. at a Confe- 
rence concluded it lawful. ſo to do: 
« Which they would never have done, if 
they had thought any thing impoſed on 
private perſons contrary to the Word of 
God. 


3. Now concernmg the PARIS H- 
MINISTERS, what is impoſed on 
them contrary to the Word of God, the 
Obje(or doth not inſtance in any one 
thing. The Conforming Miniſters them- 
ſelves chink no ſuch thing of the —_— 
ſitions upon them ; if they did, in cha- 
rity we are bound to believe they would 
never conform to them; knowing mul- 
titudes of them as tender conſcienced as 
any, by their general courſe of life. 


4. Let it be ſeriouſly conſidered; in 
the fear of God, whether the Pariſh- 
Miniſters and Churches in 1643. taking 
the Scotch Covenant to root out the Go- 
vernment eſtabliſhed by Law, confirmed 
by many AQts of Parliament, and con- 
trary to the King's publick Declaration 
of his diſlike of ir, and prohibition of his 
Subjets to take it : Whether did not this 

F 4 Act 


Anſs. 
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AQ render the ſtzte of the Pariſh-Mini- 
ſters and Churches, more obnoxjous to 
exception, 3a i» the point of communion 
with them, than any thing can be urged 
againſt the Pariſh-Ciurches and Miniſters 
mow, that live in charity among them- 
ſelves, and in obedience to their Gover- 
nors and Laws, eſpecially conſidering 
multitudes of the P: iſh-Miniſters them- 
ſelves, that veitured upon this dange- 
rous Oath, were "1{t under the Oath of 
Allegiance to the King, the Oath of Supre- 
macy, and the Oath of Canonical obe- 
Cience to the Biſhops. 


— 
— — —— — —— << _ — C—————_ — — —_ — 


Infinuation I I. 


The Pariſb-Churches in Presbyterian days 
were reformable in that wherein they 
needed Reformation, But now they have 
covenanted againſt Reformation. 


E Rue, the Pariſh-Churches rhen 
wanted Reformation, but never 

like to be reformed in the Presbyterian 
way totheend of the world. 1. Becauſe 
the Independents, men of great fame and 
intereſt, all manner of ways obſtruted 
It. 2. Becauſe Presbyterizn ex 
Y 


L 73 ] 


by a new ſort of Church-Officers, called Pwvlimm. 


Lay-Elders, before receiving the Lord's Peclar: 


Supper, was smolerableto the people. 3. 
Becauſe the Parliament would never be 
brought to grant the Presbyreries thac 
power which they thought neceſſary to 
go through with the work: For which 
reaſons the work never proceeded to any 
purpoſe, nor never like to proceed to the 
end of the world. So that in a hurry the 
old Government was pulled down, and 
none ever after like to be fet up inthe 
room of it, but every man left ro do what 
is right in his own eyes. So that as 
King James his Aphoriſm proved true, 
No Biſhop, no Kang , ſo this allo, No Bi- 
ſl-op in England, no National Charch Go- 
vernment in England. 


2, Whereas it is inſinuated that the 
Par iſh-Churches have Covenanced againſt 
Reformation, and not to ſay when and 
wherein, is undoubtedly to infinuate hard 
things againlt the Pariſh-Churches, and 
upon very hard terms. They know no 
{uch thing. 


3. We know no Covenant againſt Re- 
formation that ever was propounded to 
the Churches, much Jef; taken by them. 
The People of tte Pariſh-Chyrches are 
under 


April 17. 


1646. 
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under no other Covenant now than they 
were in Presbytcrian days, that any body 
knoweth of. 


4. 'Tis true, the Miniſters in the Long 
Parliament days, having been fo unhap- 


Py , as by Sermons in the Pulpits, and 


Speeches at Guild- Hall, to have too great 


a hand in the Wars; and having bound | 
themſelves by an Oath to perſevere in 
their endeavours to root out Prelacy, 
which the preſent Parliament hath 


thought fit to reſtore ; and the King alſo 
to take an Oath at his Coronation to 
maintain, as his Anceſtors had done be- 
fore him: The King and Parliament 
ſince their Reſtoration, have not thought 
fir to admit any man into the Publick- 


Miniſtry, without firſt giving ſecurity for | 


his keeping the peace both in the Church 
and State for the future, that we may 
have no more ſuch bloody Wars, neither 
Eccleſiaſtical nor Civil. This is the true 
meaning of all the Miniſters covenanting 
that now enter into the Miniſtry, and the 
only occaſion of all the extraordinary lm- 
poſitions upon them. _ 


Now in my humble opinion, the Jate 
publick Miniſters inſtead of quarrelling 
with Superiours for theſe new Impoſiti- 

Os, 


[ 75] 

ons, ſhould rather quarrel with them- 

ſelves, for giving ſo great and ſo juſt an 

occaſion for them: And if they would 

agree tO publiſh their RetraCtatjons aid Barter's 
Repentances, as Mr. Baxter hath given /ccond ad 
them an Example, there would be lic- P02 
tle need of continuing theſe fetters any how p 
jonger. Fl, 52. 


Now 3s for the preſent Pariſh-Mini- 
ſters, in what they do when they enter 
the Miniſtry ; they are ſo far from think- 
ing they Covenant againſt Reformation, 
that they think they Covenant only a- 
govute Schiſm, Sedition and Rebellion. 

ut whether they think right, or whether 
they thick wrong, what 1s this to the 
poor Pariſh-Churches? do the Pariſh- 
Churches deſerve to be demolifht, and 
cut into ſhreds for this, which bad ſervice 
ſeparation doth them 3 as Mr. Baxter and 
the Londox-Miniſters, and the reaſon of 
the thing telleth us, | 


Inſuu- 
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Inſinuation III. 


The & ts of the Pariſh-Churches in the 
Presbyterian days bad the Power of the 
Keys of Government : Tu not ſo now : 
They were true Churches, and did own 


themſelves for ſuch. 


1. H E Pariſh-Churches were then, 

no doubt, true Churches; and 
ſo they are now as well as then. They 
did own themſclves for ſuch then, and ſo 
they do' mow; and will be owned by all 
Proteſtants for ſuch, except Browniſts 
and Anabaptiſts. Herein there is no dif- 
ference at all between the Pariſh-Churches 
| then and now. Mr. Baxter himſelf own- 
eth the Pariſh-Churches ow for true 
Churches, by holding full Communion 
with them, and exhorting others to do 
ſo too; and for their encouragement in- 
ſinuateth the terms of Communion to Lay 
perſons to be more acceptable »ow than 
1n the days of former Biſhops ; and there- 
fore in his judgment there can be no ſuch 
difference in the ſtate of the Pariſh- 
Churches then and now, as to juſtifie ſe- 
paration from them 


Objell, 
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Objc4. But the Paſtors in the Presby- 
terian days had the power of the Keys of 
Government : not ſo now. 


Anſw. 1. T his cannot be truly ſaid of 
the Paſtors of the Pariſh-Churches, That 
they have no power of the Keys. The 
Law calleth them Rectors; and in Ordi- 
nation the Keys are committed to them. 
And by the Rubrick and Canons every 
Pariſh-Paſtor is commanded to uſe the 
Keys of Government, by ſuſpending 
ſcandalous perſons from the Lord*s Sup- 
per; fo that they ſin if they do not go- 
vern : Yea, *tis plain, the Pariſh-Paſtor 
doth exerciſe a true ſpiritual Govern- 
ment over the Flock, as the Captain doth 
in fight when he goeth before his Soldiers, 
and leadeth them on and off. He gover- 
neth them by a Paſtoral Government, 
while he guideth them in Doctrine, Pray- 
er, and Sacraments. Every Pariſh-Mini- 
ſter participateth of the three Offices of 
Chriſt, Kingly, Prieftly, aud Propherical ; 
and every Pariſh-Church is a true politi- 
cal Society : That which cannot be ſaid 
of any ladependent Church in the world. 
The Pariſh-Churches have pars regen, 
and pars ſubdita, ſo can no Independent 
Church ſay, becauſe of their popular 


(30- 


L1 
Government, which maketh them rather 
take the name of Lumps than Bodzes. 

And though every Miniſter participate 
of the three Offices of Chriſt, the exerciſe 
may be io diſtriburcd among the Paſtors 
in a fixed Eccleſiaſtical State, that one 
ſhall do more of the Teaching part, 2no- 
ther more of the Ruling part, upon 
grounds of prudence, yet the ruling parc 
is not wholly taken out of their hands. 
This is the caſe of our Pariſh-Paſtors ; 
and the truth 1s, the Law for carrying 
the rugged part of Diſcipline out of the 
hands of the particular Paſtor, into a 
Court eſtabliſhed by Law for that pur- 
poſe, ought not to te reckoned a degra- 
ding of the Paſtor of one part of his Of- 
hce, but a regulating them rather ſor the 
general good in the execution of their Of- 
fice : it taketh off a load of envy from 


the particular Paſtor, which otherwiſe 


would Ilye upon him, if he ſhould have 


the ſole management of ſo diſtaſtful a 


WOTrk. 


2. If it be well conſidered, you may 


perhaps conclude, that the particular Pa- 
ftors have as much power of the Keys of 
Government as is for the general good : 
That particular Paſtors Pould have 2 
power to deprive Members of choice ſpi- 
ritual 
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ritual priviledges, without controul, if 
they do amiſs, were Tyranny rather than 
Government. Calvin concludeth thus : 
* | never thought ic uſeful, ſaith he, to 
© commit the power of Excommunication 
© ro every Paſtor : for it is an ediow thing, 
© and an example not to be approved, and 
* which would ſoon ſlip into Tyranny. 


3. © Diſcipline, ſaith Mr. Herle, ſoli- 
© able to contempe, needs the help of Ma- 
$ jeſty, Authority, Reverence, to make it 
© terrible as an Army with Banners. Now 
the poverty of Purſe, Parts, and Toxth, 
of the greateſt y=u_ of Pariſh-Paſtors, to 
ſay nothing of the unruly paſſions, and 
undue prejudices, that private perſons 
are ſubject to on the one hand, and the 
age, ſtubbornneſs, wealth, honour, learn- 
ing and parts of many of the people, 
who yet deſerve Diſcipline, on the other 
hand, make Diſcipline with honour and 
ſucceſs utterly impraCticable by moſt 

articular Paſtors in England. ?Tis there- 
Rs remarkable that when the Brethren 
had got the Keys by violence our of the 
hands of the Biſhops into their own, nei- 
ther Presbyterians nor Independents 
knew what to do with them, but tolay 
them by them ; they have either totally 
neglected tc uſe them, which was gene- 
rally 


Calv. Ep. 
ad Geſp. 
Llizeum. 
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rally the caſe of almoſt all the resbyte- 
rians in England, or elſe fallen under the 
temptations of. throwing them into the 
Body of the common people, which all 
Congregational-men do. 


Paxters .. Tocomecloſethen ; If the Pariſh- 
>: packrs Paſtors in Presbyterian days had the Keys 
Pajtor, Of Government, what were the Churches 

then the better, if they never uſed them ? 

they generally ſettled in the neglect of 

them, and not only fo, but argued again{t 

the uſe of them (at that time) as if all 
FTEIe things ccnſidered it were better to let 
Paibor, p. them alone, which Mr. Baxter lament- 
218. 222. ably complaineth of, and ſharply repro- 
veth in theſe words: *'Will you wait till 
* youre dead, and leave It as a part of 
<your Epitaph to poſterity, that you ſo 
*Qdecply engaged, and contended for that 
© yhich you ſo abhorred to the death, that 
© you would never be brought to the pra- 
*(tice of it? He telleth them the people 
hd! ſeen their Government in Paper, bur 
no: in Actions , that they had heard them 
t: Ik much of Government, but had never 
ſ.-n the thing : and asketh his Brethren 
w hether they can think that the people 
v1] be ſatisfied with the empty ſonnd of 
the woid CHURCH-COVERN MENT ? 
v, 1th) abundance more to this cffec. 

I 
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It it be thus, the Pariſ1-Churches rhe: 
were in no better condition in this reſpect 
than ours now ;z nor lo good neicher: And 
{i ſepiration by gathcring Churches out 
vt them were a lin then, *tis lo now. And 
here by the way, Jet che Brethren think, 
i. What work —_ have made for Re- 
pentance and Reſtitution, that raſhly 
ſworc to root out their Jawful Gover- 
rours the Biſhops, and did ir, both in re- 
{><it of their dignitics and properties, to 
Come al D:ſcipline;, And when they had 
done, were forced to feed the people 
wich two words, Government and Diſci- 
plrne ,, but could not let them ſee the 
thing, becauſe in Truth, they found ir 
Impracticable in England, in the Presby- 
wan way, which the Epiſcopal party 
s always wonc to ſay. 2. The Bre- 
whey in all reaſon and good Conſcience, 
o1911f to accept of a luber Admonition, 
to rctrain their preſent practice of gathe- 
rin Churches out of the Pariſh-Churches, 
to«come at Diſcipline , bccaule upon try- 
| it hath ouce already proved a deceitful 
NreclCilce, | 


1:- Churches for want of Dilcipline, are 
1,90, Ul nlKE to ule Diſcipline V OW, 
Gy how 


| 5. Our new cCepyatiſts from the Pa- 


Rattci 's 
{ awe, [a 
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than cyer they were, when they ſo rc- 
pleted ut ; becaule then they were rot 
under hatches as now. T1 heir maintenance 
then ws not precarious a5 row. And Mr. 
Baxter lately hath told us plainly, T hac 
the pcople of the new Scparation, inſtcad 
of being ruled by their Paſtors, they fo 
much rule their Paſtors, that. many of 
them have been forced to forfake their 
own Judementrs, to comply with the vio- 
lent. What hikelthood then is there of ex- 
erciling diſcipline upon ſuch a head ftrovy 
unruly multituce ? 


6. Andlaſtly, let the Brethren weigh, 
what one cf the moſt Learned Presbyre- 
rians hath ſaid, and they will never lepa- 
rate unon this account. 

If the higher powers will not admit of 
fuch a form, this may ſatisfic the SubjeA's 
Conſcience, That Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment is neceſſarily more directed and or- 
dered in the exerciſe thereof, by the de- 
termination of the Civil Magiſtrate, in 
placcs where the true Religion is main- 
tiined, than where perſecuted: They 
that have received the power, muſt anſwer 
70 God for it : They that 2re diſcharged 
from ir, ſhall never anſwer for that of 
v. hich they are bereaved. 


Tn (int 


93. 


[alinuation IV. 


7 ze Pretbyterian Miniſters are forbidderr 
ro Preach, and the People to have the Sa- 
Craments, or their Chilaren to be Bapt:- 
2ed, unleſs they mill ſay and do ſuch 
thing s as they dare not do, for fear of 
diſblcaſng God ; But 1n the Prezbyters- 
an days, the Pariſh-Churches then drove 
none ſuch away from Miniſtry and Com- 


MKNICN, 


HE Pariſh-Churches do not own A»ſwi 


themſclves to ſtand Independent, 
and to have the power of making Laws 
for Miniſter and People within them- 
ſelves: They therefore bid nor forbid 
any thing relating either to Miniſter or 
People, but according to the direction of 
the Law- Givers. 

The plain Truth is this, the Presby- 
:tcrian Miniſters not accepting the terms 
of the publick Eſtabliſhment, become 11- 
Jenced by the L AIWS, not the People of 
the Pariſh-Churches, who are ſorry at 
their Hearts, that the Miniſters ever 
pave the Supreme Authority cauſe to make 
ſich ſevere Laws, and many of them are 

0-2: ſorry 


N | 
{oiry that CyYcTi there WCIT any fuch [L3yv? 
madtc. 


2. Though the Preshyrerian Miniſters 
are not there, the {.inc Golpcl is prcach- 
cd there by others; no Papiſts, bur 
Proteſtants, of the ſime Chrittian Faith 
and Religion, and approved by Autho- 


LILY. 


. As faſt 5s any of the Presbyterians 
become continced of the lawfulneſs ct 
iubmitting to the publick L,aws, and dc- 
lire imployment.in the Church, they are 
cmbraced, 5s many hive done, and ſome 
of them of the moſt Learned, Pious and 
Judicious amongſt them. 


4. If any remain unſatisfied, and by 
that means unimployed, doth it therc- 
fore follow, that ?*tis Jawtul to cut the 
Chuich into ſhreds by Separation, . and 
Ocmoliſh 17, as Mr. Baxter Laith, S&Pare- 
tion doth f 


5- Thec$!d Nonconformiſts complain 


bitrecly ot fone of their Company in 


their doys, hi. taving leap?d out of the 
Sur pit | 1d not keep them from 
capt. - Church too, by ſepa- 
+: . ct Congregations. 


Bris 


ec m# dd ws aA __WwmPca 


MAS KD 4 Ka ———— J=zo = = 


[ 35 ] 

But the moſt ſober of them did diſtin- 
guiuh between bare Non-conformity to 
every thing cone 1a the Pariſhes, and ga- 
thering, Churches out of tliem iiito di- 
ſtinct Congreg-tions, uncer a diltinct 
Government. I hey were as great Ene- 
mics to this practice as any, es "pp' iv 
by t!1C11 W ritInNgs gan! f fo 
Cat. ;fs.: \ C3 YCP4- 
410: (UE \ by F we gig it, and 
Sep:ratiu,. rom ( 7 hurch,by departing 
Lion) 1c; 


6. Wherczs *tis ſaid, Jn the Presby- 
terian diys, the Pariſh-Churches drove 
none ſuc b ATT i ay from Aunſtry and Com- 
munion, that through fear of diſpleaſing 

Cad, a; F net conform to the way of the 
Pariſh Courches, To this it is anſwer- 
ed, 


1. The Parili-Churches then ſet up 
Lay: Elders, concluded them Church- 
Officers by Divine Law; ſuffered no 
man to receive the Lord's Supper, that 
would not be examined by them ; which 
drove people from the Sacrament, that 
they never received it all their life af- 
tcr. And Mr. Baxter (ith, Setting 
up Lay-Elders was a piece of Super= 
{tition, 

(3:4 2. Vp 
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the Pariſh Churches druye 
way, the goretinwng power vid 
161) Azive m- ng excclient Miniſters and 
Scho! irs, both out of their Miniltry and 
Livings tco, by S-queſtrations, and into 
Caols and Piiſons, tothe utter rune of 
Thouſands, for not taking the Scotch- 
Covenant, and fuch like Obligations, 
which thcy could no morc co hit 4 
vood Conſcience, than cit their N. 
bonrs 1 hroat. 


The Independents on tic tne: 
hind, duiſt not contorm to the Picsby- 
(erian way, tor fear of diſpleating God, 
that s plain, 11 that they reckon their 
own wiy tobe Jure Divine - Bur for all 
th:t, the Presbyrerians did: not think iz 
fit ro pratifie their erroneous Conſiien 
ccs fo tir, as to f{uftier them to -:they 
Churchcs our of the Pariſh-Chur.hcs, 
to viiltinct Congregations, 1i they 
could have got power to hinder it. I hey 
dir} what they could to hinder it, thcy 
faſted, prayed, and writ againſt it : ©In- 
*dependency a preat Schiſin, ſaith Mr 
Cawarey: They Remonſtrate and Pcti- 
tion the Parliament againſt it; TI hcy 
preach Sermon afrer Sermon to the Par- 
 liament, crying out of it, and thirſed for 
Power to lupprels it- , 

© FT 
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Government, that the Sco'c!! 
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4. ?Tis well known, the moſt ſolid of Fus 4ivie. 
the Presbyterians are for the National Meniſtey. 


Church way ; they are for a governing 
Church over all the particular Churches 
and Miniiters, and as much for order 
and uniformity to publick Eccleſiaſtical 
[.aws, 32S any, and as ſevere. upon the 


point of ordcr, and far more, than ever 


th> Biſhops were. The Presbyterians by 
principle, arc fo fir from ſuff-ring Dif- 


tenters- from 4th; P4rilh-Churches, to 
gather Chu Thes ou: 0: tnem, imto di- 
Ifinct Congregn1tio:is, under a Qilttinct 


\\i;:i[ters 
cannot endure fo muc © icclung of 
divers families together , for family- 
worſhip among them; and give this rea- 
ton for it, That ic tendeth to the pre- 
judice of the publick Miniſtery,and Schiſm 
in the Church; and th-:efore give this 


in charge, A: family Worſhip, a ſpecial Scot; pre- 


: | ; : - face 10 ths 
care us to be bad, ſay they, that each fa Aſſembly 


Catechi/, 


mily heep by themſelyts. This counſel of 
theirs our Presbyterian Aſſembly rhoughre 
fit to prefix before their larger Catechilm ; 
which ſheweth they approved ic. | have 
now anſwered the four Inlinuations of 
difference, between the ſlate of the Pa- 
riſh-Churches now, and their ſtate in 
Presbyterian days: Ard by what I have 


G 4 ſaid, 


Angliie, 
inc 


Right of 


Presbyter, 


: 
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{.1', I conccive it appcarcth evidently, 
t..7 vic Is No fſubltanti.l dificrencc 
betv.ecn the ttate of the Pariſh-Churc hes 
Low, and thcir ſtate 10 the long Parltia- 
ment Gays, Wheretore tojuſliic their bc- 
P4ration from them: tor thac whatever 
the Presbyteriaus fad ron, of the Scmr 119; 
:nd fin of gathering Churches ove ot ing 
Parijh-Churchcs, will fall hearty vpon 
themlelves., if tlicy Nall do, 5 cet 
uid betore theme nay tar Bcaivier, bc- 
cat to the tare: oft the Parnnitt-Churckecs 1M 
F ;. {:::4, tince the: Re-clt:bjifinicit of 
DHCODICYS Iath bo200 mine beret than 
bUGre 44 many «eats; Becaule, 1. 
Now we have cle to hope, there are 
7O0t Miny Pariſh-Ch.rches ( thourh the 
Mo-rs be finall \ Fat the means of favine 
t.1th 53nd knowledge are tacic; becaulc 
there ietic holy Scriptures od, there 
arc the P;avcrs of the Church, there arc 
the Articles of Faith, the Lord's Prayer, 
the Cree, the Ten Commandments, 
Pi-Ims, Sucr:nicents and Homilics, 1t not 
oOthcr Scrmons ; But in the Jong Parlia- 
ment Cavs, after the brikops and Litur- 
p.V WELC BONE, NOW geneialiy wnthc places 
of very ſmall Means, the Church doors 
have been ſhut up, and, as 1s ſaid, all 
publics worſhip of CGeod, for a conlide- 
rablc £:mnc together cealed, and the prop!e 


wy 
EL i1 


a _—_ — —_ —_—y 


| 39 } 
Jelivered up 354 prey (0 a!] forts of He- 
icticks and Decceivers. 2+ In the beſt 
P! ces, the iofs of the Lirurgy was un- 
GO! bredly 3 preat lols to the Church, 
becauſe it condelcendc<th to the weakneſs 
of the weak, which the ex tempore prayers 
oi molt Miniſters do not; and then 
tg0, becauſe of the unruly paſſions, pre- 
juices, Errors and other infhirmities of 
\[luiſters of divided p.rties, the diſulc 
of the Lord's Prayer, the non-repeat - 
1: of the Creed, Tin Commandments, 
th not Calling the people! to make publick 
Contellion of their f:i:i, the lighting of 
Ifanet Baptilin, the tot neglect of the 
S:crament of the Lord”s Supper in many 
laces, rcadred the Nite of the Pariſh- 
Churches deplorable then. But now by 

the adva THE 45 of a publick Eſtabliſhmene, 

the Pariſi-Churches are cvcry day grow- 
1372 tnto a better condition. What then 
will be the ſin and evil of thoſe men, thac 
inſtead of cepenting of former raſhneſſes, 
will {ee therr hand 19 4171 to the ſame Church- 
741317 Work. 
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Argument XII. 


We muſt diſtinguiſh between tolerab'/c 
and intolerable —_— In [ome 
of the Pariſh Churches the Miniſter 
1s mtolerable, and not fit to be a 
Altniſter; and for this cauſe *tt, 


RY OY fe Ta 
[awful FO TAMEY Church: :. 


Anſrr l, T [lat think YOU of TOLLD pq | 
Phineas, the twoloiis of El, | 


they were for their prophancnels into-. 


Icrable Miniſters: They weie ons of 
Belial, that knew not the Lord, and yct 
no ſeparation from them as Prieſts, juſti- 
hable. The people that. began to abhor 
the Ordinances upon their account, are 
Calicd tranſgrejiors, 1 San. 2. 24. as hath 
becn nocd once beforc : fo that though 
tncy were intolcrable before God, as to 
thcir ow! perſons, and therefore ought 
co have been excluded: They were to- 
'crable beiore the Church, as to Church- 
Adminiſtration, ſo lor as they enjoycd 
:i1e Prieſts Office, ard not legally ejected. 
What think you of the Scribes and Pha- 
eifocs, that ſaid and {4 not, whoſe con- 


veclatca 
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verſition Chriſt himſelf celleth us was a 
perfect contradiction to their doctizne : 
{ucely ſuch- are intolerable Miniſters be- 
fore God; but as to the peoples com- 
municating with ſuch. ia Church- Admi- 
iſtrations, they were tolerable; for 
Chriſt commandeth his own Dilciples to 
communicate with them, Adarreh. 23. 2. 
the reaſon is this, becauſe arder mult be 
;ept, and the bleſſing of Ocdinances de- 
pendeth not unon the goodneſs of the 
\(/mini{trators, but the blelling of the 


{i{tituror. * In one word, ſaith Mr. Bux- Chures- 
ic, *the Church is bound to take many Govern: 


©;:mMan as atruc Miniſter to them, and 
receive the Ordinances from him in 
© f:irh and expectation of a bleſling, upon 
© promiſe, who yet before God 1s a finful 
© Invader, an Ulurper of the Miniſtry, 
* and {hall be conderaned for it. 


But 2. By tlic Eccle{3itical Law, no 
N3n entreth the Miniltry in; the Church 
If Enoland, whole abilities are not firſt 
trycd by Learned men, able to judge of 
mens firneſs, who ſubſcribe not to the 
Book of Articles, and of whole holy and 
ſobcr converſation, ſatisfattion is not 
firſt received. la caſe any Miniſter 
prove otherwiſe, and become intole- 
t12ble, the people ovzht not to righs 
them- 


92 } 
themſelves by Separation, but in a /:gai 
way, by the atliltance of lawful Autlo- 
rity; becauſe othcrwiſe, if the people 
once get head, bredk Icgle from the 
reins of Government, anud turn Refo:- 
mers, the Remedy, in reip'ct ot tne 
publick, will be worle than the Gdileal-, 
to a particular Pariſh. *Ilis to deſpite 
CGovernmenty, break order, introduce A- 
varchy, the lamentable conſequence 
wh.rcot, England hith found by wotul 
exp{riznce, and *tisto be withed it may 
be 2 warning to all Englith Suizj-<s tor 
the future, to take heed of all Ciluiulily 
notions and piocecuin;s. 


3. Intolerable Miniſters, whether by 
hecelie or prophanencels, on complaint 
made, and ſufhcient proof, cannot con- 
tinue in their places, and therefore there 
wii be no need of Separation upon this 
zccount. The Biſhops lately have turned 
o'1r Civers for ſcandal, and are very ſc- 
vere in the point, and rclculve to be 
NOIre 10. 


4. Ihe common pcople, except in 
j01MCe Notorious caſe of debauchery and 
prophaneneſs, are no competent Judges 
who arc tolerable, and who are into- 
i-rable; but leſs able to judge now than 
cvycry 


OD — 
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ever, becauſe upon diſturbing our fixed 
StateEccleſtaſtical,and breaking the hedge 
of Government, a Serpent hath bir us, 
| mean, the Devil took his Opportunity, 
and filvd the Nation with Hereticks 
and Impoſtors, ſo that the peoples heads 
ire fill'd with odd notions, mad opini- 
ons, and. hair-brain*d fancies, all over 
Ensland. Mr. Edwards telleth us, that 
12 Aa ſhort time 180 errours appeared 
amonoſt mw: Nir. Caſe telleth the Parli- 
ament, That the errours in the Biſhops 
days, were but tolerable trifles, but now, 
faith he, the Nation u filed with deftriaes 


of Devils, To this effect, Mr. Ppol, '* 4* © 


Afr. Cranford, and Mc. Afanron tell us, A Poo! : 


that In the Biſhops days, Errours walk: : 


ef in the dark: But now, ſay they, cum the Dei 
privilegio, for the more ſbeedy corrapting Gel Holy 
te people, Sixty and odd Aliniſters of Gt wig 


the City of London, ;,jyn in an [C.xhoc- 
tation to their Deople, aid te!] them, 
That horrid and hideous errours had for 
ſome years paſt abounded amongſt us 
2gainſt Scriptures, Deity of Chriſt, Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Trinity, Immortality of the 
Soul, Relurreftion uf the Dcad, Hea- 
ven and Hell, decrying and abuſing Or- 
Qinances, as fo many cmpty forms , 
th3rt the tiuths of Chiiltianicy were 11 
danger of being buried undcr the heap 

434 


—_ 


[ 94 ] 
:nd rubbiſh of all ſorcs of errors: This 
the Ciuich got by turning out the Bi- 
(hors. Now whiiſt the Nation 1s thus 
infected, *i's impoſſible the common 


people i] ould be able to make judgment 


of thc tolcrablenefs or intolerablencis of 
Miniſters: Perſons will now be judged 
tolcrubie or intoterable, noe according 
to the realon of the ching; but as they 


either hit or miſs -particul-r 6y-opini- 


ons [2%en ip by divided partics. 


If it he the duty of every indivi- 
du--l mcmber of the Church, to fit in 
judgment of the tolerableneſs and into- 
- 25 wig of the legal Miniſters; and 
if judged intolerable, then to ſeparate 
ito 2 new Church, what can follow up- 
on this practice, but Sep3ration upon Se- 
paration to the end of the World, and 
that from one end of the Nation to the 
other” For there is no mzn.,, though 
never ſo worthy, but by ſome ſilly and 
 erroncous nerſons will be thought into- 
Ier>' !-. In my humble opinion, inſtead 


of f +7 the wanton humour of Sep2- 
ratio, by ſuch Infinuations as theſc, it 
wer. ix-tter for the poor people to hear 
the wile conalel I Solomon, apainlt tcit- 
cont once, Prov. 4.6. and Paxl the A- 


poi.1.*; cuunke 1: ocheChurch- members 3c 
Pyme, 
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Rome, againſt ſelf-conceit, Rom. 12. 16. 
«nd that every man would think ſoberly 
of himſelf: ic were better for the com- 
mon people to hear of modeſty, pover- 
ty of Spirit, the duty of hamilicy, and 
how improbable ic is for them to make 
ſo true and ſo good a judgment for 
themſelves, as their lawful Governours, 
in ſuch a fetled Church as ours is, than 
to be ſuppoſed able and ft ro judge theic 
Miniſters and Judges. *Tis impoſſible we 
ſhould ever be happy, till the people have 
learned to think more meanly of them- 
ſelves, and more honourably of their Go- 
vernoutrs, as Mr. Baxter hath often told 


us. 


— 


Argument XIII. 


nn Eu te ce — 


Som? Pariſh Churches about London 


are grown 190 numerous, that all 
cannot come to the Pariſh-Churches ; 
th r:fore, &Cc. 


Here licth the reaſon of the 
practical inference of che Bre- 
tircn, trom theſe premiſes: Some Pa- 
['}-Churches about: London, cannot con- 

| #3: 
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tain their members; Thercfore Non- 
conformiſts my lawtuily gotlier Churches 
ail England over. *T is well known, they 
that gather Churches, out of the Parilli- 
Churchcs, have ro icg 15d to any of theſe 
circumitances, b''t gather them ott of 
the Parith-Churches, aud practiſe the 
Sacraments amony tnem where ever they 
are: and by foinc it 1s obſerved, tht 
for the molt part they gather Churches 
in great Citics, wire there is no needs 


2, Where the caſe cf any Pariſh is 
ſuch, th. pecpic ſhould be taught to rc- 
monſtiace their calc to lay ful Authori- 
ty, that labcrn:cles may be builr, as 
hath bcen in (li.ers places in the City, 
fiace the Fire, ti} a way Can be feud 
for buildinp ::0;c Churches or Chzppels, 
and allo to appoint them ſcme pious, 
peaceabl:, orthodox Miniſters to offi- 
ciate; v!{ih would be preſently grant- 
ed. This is Gouuls way, becaule order- 
ly: 1 he othcc way, 1s tumulcuotis, and 
tendeth to (edition, and to prattitc with- 
Out aijre erence of Authority, and as it 
we Cid 1:71 look 1150n our ſelves 2s mem- 
bers ot :n «lt:.\liihod Church, but as a 
coinpany of icattoicd Chriſtians in a Pa- 
gag Colniicy. 
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3. ?Till Tabernaclcs can be built, there 
are neighbouring Churches capable of 


more than'their own Pariſhes, to which 
they may reſort. 


4. The Pariſh- Churches now that are 
ſo numerous, were ſo too when Pregby- 
terians cryed out of gathering Churches 
out of the Pariſh-Churches by the In- 
dependents : Beſides the Plague in 1665. 
hath deſtroyed many thouſands ſince ; 
therefore this is no Argument to juſtific 
Separation now, no more than it was 
in thoſe days. 
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Argument XIV. 


That the Conformiſts in the publick 
Temples are not if to preach to 


the people, and defend them from | 


Popery : Non-Conformiſts therefore 
ought to help, and 'tu their auty, 
thoach they gather Churches : And 


the Pariſh-bounds are not of Divine 


Inſtitution. 


Arſw. ': \V, Hether the publick Miniſters 


be enough to carry on the 
publick Services, or not enough, is a 
matter propcr for the conſideration and 
judgment of the governing Church, in- 
co whoſe hands the Law hath pur ſuch 
truſts; not proper for private perſons, 
further than to remonſtrate and petition : 
If private perſons ſhall preſume to make 
themſelves Judges in matters of publick 
cognizance, and practiſe upon their own 
judgment, contrary to the publick Laws, 
in ſuch a ſctled Church as the Church 
of England is: ?Tis impoſſible for ſuch 
perſons to paſs without cenſure of tur- 
bulent. 
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bulent. Mr. Cawdry celfteth Dr. Owen of /«dejen 
a Caſe like this, and ſaith, **Tis an Ang- 49 © 


© haptiſtical Aſurnſter-principle at the 
" bottom. 


2. Whereas *cis ſaid, the Pariſh-bounds 
are not of divine Inſtitution. | anſwer, 
"Tis true they are not of divine Inftitu- 
tion ( in rotidem verbs ) they are no where 
_ particularly inſtituted in the New Teſta- 
ment: But they are of divine Inftitu- 
tion, 2s the Laws of Nature arc divine, 
and as they are contained in the general 
. Rules of the Word, where there are no 
particular Rules in the caſe, 1 Cor. 14. 
Let all things be done decently, orderly, 
and for edification : Which is impoſſible 
to do in ſuch a great Nation of Chriſtian 
Profeſſors as England is, if the whole be 
not put intoparts, under particular Pa- 
ſtors ; as the General of an Army put- 
reth his Sonldiers: and alſo if the parts 
offer to break their Ranks, and refuſe to 
keep their proper places and ſtations ap- 
pointed by Authority: As they do with 
a witneſs, that forſaking their own Afs- 
niſter and neighbovrhood, to whoſe con- 
dut and communion God?'s Providence 
and the Laws of the Land have commit- 
ted them, take the boldneſs to ſettle 
themſclyes ina ſtared way of Church- 
7 3. Commn- 


L 190 ] 
Communion with others, (cattered here 
and there, withour any regard to Gover- 
nours or the Government. 


3. Whereas *tis ſaid, the people want 
the help of more Miniſters than Cou- 
formiſts, © defend them from Popery, 
and for this Nonconformiſts may gather 
Chucches : 


Anſw. i. T his Separation Mr. Baxter 
and the Loxdox-Miniſters tell us ſcatter- 
eth the Members, 2ad cutteth the Church 
into ſhreds ; what offence or defence 
can the Church ja ſuch a ſhattered con- 
Jition , make againſt an Adverſary ? 
The ſtrength of a Church in every Na- 
£60, 2$ well as an Army, lieth in the 
uniop of the whole into one body, with 
lome gorerning Church power over the 
whole: By virtue of which union, the - 
whole, in all the parts, become capable 
of the {iiccouring influences of the n bole, 
znd without which union it is impoſſible : 
Theſe things are evident by the light of | 
Nature, and the ſefery of the ks ao Is 
concerned in the orderly motion of the 
parts, in their ſevcral places and ſta- 
tions: Fora Nonconformiſt then to the 
publick Eftsbliſhment, to preſume to 
gather Churches out of the Pariſh- 
Churches, 
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Churches, what doth he but introdace 
Anarchy, and overthrow 21] Church-Go- 
vernment ? which to do, is not to fare 
the People from Popery, but to betray 
them tou. 

In this | fay nothing, but according 
to the ſence of a moſt judicious Presbyre- 
rian. In his ſecond Diſcourſe of the 
Religion of England, p. 44. ſpeaking of 
the confiderate Nonconformiſt, be faith, 
© They would rather help to bear up the 
© preſent Ecclefbaſtical | $54 than chat 
* Popery ſhould break in by Anarchy, or 
«the difſolution of al) Church-Govecn- 
* ment. Again, © An ample fixed tate 
« Eccleſiaſtical, is necefſary to uphold and. 
© increaſe the Religion, as well againſt 
* infidelity, as againſt Popery. So that 
' in the judgment of this Learned Author, 
to diſturb our fixed ſtate Eccleſfiaſtica), 
which is done with a witneſs by difor- 
derly gathering Churches, and running 
into parties: This is the way to bring 
in Popery, and not to keep it out. 


4. To ſcatter the Pariſh-Churches by 

Separation, is ſo far from affording help 
againſt Popery, that *cis notorioully to 
proſecute the Jeſuits de6gns and coun- 
cils for the reducing us to Popery, which 

+ to do all they can w keep the —_— 
| 3 
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of England everlaſtingly in an unhxed 
ſtate; there being nothing they dread ſo 
much, as our petting into order again : 

Prin's a. © Our foundation, faith one of them, 

rrodul, © mult be mutation, this will cauſe a re- 

P- 553. *]laxation, which ſerveth as ſo many vio- 

_ *lentdiſeaſes, as the Stone, Gout, to the. 
\ ſpeedy deſtruCtion, Cc. 

Redd Mr. Again, <*If the Puritans get the day, 

Baxtei's *we ſhall make great advantage of it; 

Colic © for they will be unſethed, and al) in 

>. 318, © Pleces, and not know how to ſettle the 
* Government. 

Again, © Fations and diſtraCtions give 
© us footing for continual attempts. To 
© make all ſure, we will ſecretly have our 
* party among the Puritans alſo, that we 
© may be ſure to maintain our intereſt, 
* which way ever the world go. 

Second © Cheriſh their diſſentions, ſarth Adam 

Book of Contren the Jeſuit, ſpeaking of Proce- 

Policy. ſtants, * and when all men lee, there is 
© nothing certain among them, the people 
«© will ealily yield, meaning ro Popery. To 

Thc Jai} this purpoſe Mr. Baxter telleth us, © That 

DOir.iin. *jn adiſguiſe they thruſt themſelves 1n- 

© to all Sects and parties, net only Ana- 
©thpthſts, and Independents are anima- 

Ls 4 ©red by them, but they animate the Va- 

—> Abd © niſts, Behmeniſts, and other Enthuſraſts, 

p. 318, {The Seckers, the Quakers, the pp of 

niſts, 
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"niſts, and all the Juglers and hiders of 
© the times. 

How then can it be adyiſable for us, 
by multiplying ſeparate Meetings from 
the Pariſh-Churches, to make ſtil} more 
Receptacles for the Jeſuits to play their 
pranks in. 


5- And laſtly, I here are not very 
many Miniſters that are fic to meddle 
much in the Popiſh Controverſies, ei- 
ther by diſputing or preaching, eſpecj- 
ally in the private Meetings, that are ſo 
full of diſtractions and odd opinions. 
There is nothing pleaſeth a Learned Je- 
ſuir better, than to hear ſome of the 
private Meeting Miniſters undertake to 
diſpute or preach againſt Popery ; be- 
cauſe the moſt of them having more Con- 
fidence than Learning, and more heat 
than light, they will either miſtake the 
queſtion, or elſe through ignorance of 
prejudice, call that Popery which is not, 
or elſe charge them with that they are 
not guilty of, or at beſt make a weak 
defence : So that the Adverſary rather 
gaineth ground, than loſeth by ſuch op- 
poſitions. 

When the Jeſuits get into one of the 
ſeparate Meetings, and hear them cry 
out of Epiſcopal Government and Ordi- 

H 4 natior, 
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pation, as Popiſh and Antichciſtian, what 
ſport this maketh them, may eaſily be 
conceived, for that the Brethren chem- 
ſelves are forced to confeſs that there was 
no other way of entring the Miniſtry for 
many hundred years. 

Again, At other times to hear the 
Common- prayer Book ceviled for Popitſh, 
and the Miniſters maintenance by I ythes 


Popiſh, and then the Pariſh bounds Po- | 


piſh, at laſt, Infant Baptiſm Popiſh and 
Antichriſtian : I ſay, it cannot be ima- 
gined what pleaſure it muſt be to the Ad- 
verſary, to find when Popery is oppoſed, 
thoſe things are condemned for Popery 
and Antichriſtian, which the whole Chri- 
ſtian world for many hundreds of years 
hath owned for unqueſtionable good 
things: and by this means inſtead of 
diſgracing the Pope, we put honour upon 
the Pope, as Mr. Y:nes the learned Pres- 
byterian Miniſter once obſerved and faid, 
© At this rate, ſaith he, of counting things 
* Fopiſh and Antichriſtian, we ſhall make 
* the Pope and Antichriſt a brave fellow 


* ſhortly, by making him the Author of 


* ſo many good things. 


_ 


' 
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Argument XVI. 


We are told of ſeparating from the 

| Church of England, but we do not 

k xow what the Church of England 
is, and why it ſhould not be 4s well 

Schiſm for the Pariſh Church Mems- 

bers not to frequent the Private- 
Churches, as for the prroate Sepa- 

rate Churches not to frequent them, 

| we know N07, 


UR New Non-conformiſts sre 
it ſeemeth come very near ſhak- 
ing hands with the old Browniſts : They 29vrew, 
indeed could not tell what the Church of Greee- 
England was, but the Old Non-confor- wed. 
| iniits could tell; for notwithſtanding 
; their Non-conformity, they owned the 
. Courch of England ſtill to be a True 
' Church, in the ſame ſenſe with the Con- 
| tormiſts; as appeareth by theic Book a- 
gainſt Barrow and others, wherein they 
| ſay thus ; © The Church of England is a at, Rah- 
6 * True Church of Chriſt, and ſuch a one band ev:ry 
' * ag whoſoever wittingly and willingly ſe- pg. 
 * parateth himſclf, cuttech bimfclf from 
' - * Chriſt. 


Page 41. 
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©Chriſt. They reckon their Ordinaticn 
* by Biſhops valid, the Oath of Canonical 
Obedience to them lawful; their Suſpen- 
ſions and Deprivations ( if according to 
the Law of the Land) to be yielded to. 

So long 3s the Biſhops ſuſpend and de- 
prive according to the Law of the Land, 
© We account of the ation herein ( ſay 
* they) as the ACt of the Church, which 
* we may and ought to reverence and yield 
* unto. | | 


The London-Miniſters alſo when they 
writ tbeir Book caljed, The Divne Right 
of the Miniſtry, they did not think the 


Church of England ſuch a ſtrange thing, 
neither in name nor thing. They argue 


thus : If all the Churches in the World 


are' called One Church, let no man be 
offended if all the Congregations in Eng- 
land be called The Church of England. 


. But now it 15 made a queſtion, What 
is the Church of England ? 


Anſw. 1. Upon this occaſion, I would 
ty the way admoniſh 2ll honeſt ren to 
take heed of entertaining the firſt ſcraples 
of conformity to the Church of England, 
becaufe men know not what will become 
of their ſcruplcs, nor where to make an 
end of them, to the unſpeakable damage 

oO! 
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ot the Church and themſelyes, and of 
the great intereſt of Chriſtian Religion in 


the main; inſomuch that if the queſtion 


were put ſince the Reformation, Whar 
fruic of them? it muſt be anſwered, Nore, 
but ſuch whereof we are aſhamed, even 
the lamentable decay of the moral part of 
Religion, — at Gnats, and ſwal- 
lowing Camels. T bis by the by. 

Now for anſwer to the Queſtion. 


Oueſt. What is the Church of Eng- 
land ? 


Anſw. It is a Company of Chriſtian 
Profeilors of Faith in Chriſt, inhabiting 
the Exgl:þh Nation, under one Civil Go- 
vernment by the Laws united mito one 
Eccleſiaſtical Society ( though parted in- 
tro many Conyregations) under a publick 
Miniſterial Church-governing- power o- 
ver the whole, catted the National Sy- 
nod under the hipheſt power. This is the 
Church of England. 

And it is a true Political Saciety ; there 
is the governing piit, and the governed 
part; and both parts take the name of 


the Church, as it was in the Jewiſh Nuns ;5; 


Church; the governing part the Sarbe- 34: 


&rin, as well as the governed part the Peo- ©2P- rub 


ple, both parts take the name of the 


Church. f? 
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Church. And as in the Church of Scer- 


land, the General Aſſembly take the 
name of the Church of Scorlrnd; So in 
England, the Synod of England tike the 
name of Church of England. 

And Mr. Rathband, the old Noncon- 


Af. 
hand, p.6. formiſt , telleth Barrow the Browniſt, | 
who ſpake flightingly of the Church of | 
England, as now the new Separatiſts do; 


I ſay he telleth them, T hat all the known 
Churches in the World acknowledge our 
Church, ſpeaking of the Church of Eng- 
land, for their Siſter. Further ſaith, That 
never any one Reformed Church made 
veſtion of it, that the womb of the 


burch of England bare the Queſtioniſts | 


themſelves, and that her Paps gave them 
ſuck is well known ; That it is a Church 
that hath brought forth, and brought vþ 
as many learned Men and good Chriſtians, 
2$ any Church in the World. And this hath 
been acknowledged by the learned men of 
other Churches. © 

Being thus we arc furniſhed with a true 


meaſure for the judging of crimin:l. 


Schiſm in England, and are helped to an- 
ſwer a new and an odd queſtion; Why it 


ſhould not as well be called Schiſm for the | 


Pariſh-Church- Miembers, not to hold 


Communion with the ſeparate Aſlem- | 
blies, as it 18 called Schiſm in the ſeparate | 
'Þ 
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Afﬀecmbiies to with-draw from the Pariſh- 
Churches. 


The Anſwer is this, Becauſe the Pariſh- 
Church-Members, by keeping to the Pa- 
riſh-Churches and Miniſtry, they keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
; peace; they maintain publick Charity ; 
' they obſerve publick Order according to 
the eſtabliſh'd Laws; they keep their 
ranks and hold their places, where the 
Law and right Reaſon hath fixed them. 
Theſe are therefore the only regular Afſ- 
ſemblies. 

As for the ſeparate Meetings of Church- 
es gathered out of the Parith-Churches, 
they are like ſo many Muatineers in an Ar- 
my, that break all publick Ocder, let go 
Charity, offer a publick affront to the 
Laws, diſturb our fixed Eccleſiaſtical 
State; and therefore are unlawful Aſem- 
* blies, and not to be frequented, but a- 
voided as the proper makers of diviſion. 


Neithec is it poſlible for the Brethren that X9®+ '6-- 
ſeparate upon the terms that they now '”* 


. praQtiſe ic, co give us any definition of 

Schiſm, that either themſelves hereto- 
fore, or the Chriſtian-Chucrch did ever 
account good : but it will ſtick as cloſe to 
them as the $kin to theic fleſh. 


Ob ject, 
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Ovject. But if it be objected, as I have 
heard ic hath; They that give the cauſe 
make the Schiſm. 


Anſw. I anſwer, T he Brethren do not 
diſtinguiſh between the occaſion of a thing 
by ſome Accident, and the real canſe of 4 
thing. Though it ſhould be granted that 
Eccleliaſtical Impolſitions, as conditions 
of Sacramental Communion, ſuch as the 
Croſs and Kneeling, through the weak- 
neſs of People, may become an occaſior, it 
will never be proved that any Impolitions 
are the real cauſe, except they could bc 
proved to be ſomewhere or other forbid- 
den in God's Word, and that as plainly 
as obcdience to lawful Authority in lawful 
things is commanded in God's Word. 
This Mr. Baxter and many others have 
taught us : But for this no man of our new 
Separatiſts hath ever had the confidence 
to afhrm yz ſo that culpable Schiſm lieth 
upon all the ſeparate Congregations from 
the Church of Erglandold and new. 


Obj. That may be a Sin to one Man 
that 1s not ſo to another; To him thar 
thinketh it a Sin to ſeparate from the 
Pariſh-Churches, it will be Sin, but to me 
It is no Sin. 


Ar [ 
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Anſ. The I ext referred to by the Ob- 
zetor concerneth the eating or not cating 
of this or that Meat, and the obſerving or 
not obſerving days, ations that in their 
own nature are neither good nor evil: And 
in reſpect of ſuch things, error of Con- 
ſcience in one man will make that unlaw- 
ful ro him that is not ſo to another. 

But in reſpect of things woraly evil, 
' No error of Conſcience can make ſuch 
things good to any man which are in 
themſelves evil. Theft will be Theft,and 
Murther will be Murther, and Adultery, 
Adultery ; and ſo Schiſm will be Schiſm, 
in the man that committeth theſe ſins : 
Let any man's private thinking of theſe 
things be what it will, no man's errour of 
Conſcience one way or other can alter the 
nature cither of moral good or evil. 
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Argument XVII. 


To deſert ones Miniſtry is not lawful ; 
't1s 4 piece of Sacriledge. We can- 
not preach except we have Hearers, 
we cannot have Fearers, but Mem- 
bers of ſome Pariſh-Churches : 
T herefore we muſt gather Churches. 


!1.CT. Asſtin ſaid, A man ſhould not 

commit the leaſt evil of ſin to ſave 
all che damned from Hell: And St. Pax! 
took it for a notorious ſlander in any man 
that reported him for one that ſaid men 
may do evil that good may come. A good 
Chriſtian is bound to do good though 
evil come to him for it, I mean the evil of 
Affliction. But the Chriſtian Religion will 
ſuffer no man to commicr the evil of ſin, 
that good may come to himſelf or others 
by it. Now to gather Churches out of 


the Pariſh- Churches, with which Com- 


munion may be held without fin, maketh 
men guilty of a moſt horrible Schiſm, be- 
cauſe it is to ſeparate without any ſuffici- 
ent cauſe : *Tis to tear and rend a Church 
to pieces, and cut it into ſhreds only for 


perſonal richer Church-Priviledges FOE 
"WM 
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Fecular ends : *Tis-ſuch a monſtrous aft 
of uncharicadtenefs, thar the new nature 
Laatheth co think of ic. 

Now, that Communion may be held 
without ſin in -the Pariſh-Churches, the Care of 
Brechren acknowledge it. Mr. Faxrey bim- Chunch- | 
ſelf praQtiſeth ir, and hathwriti'Book to piviius, | 
nade the Brethren co it z and rellgch | 
ao at a full , The Min agreed 
ul and fit. 
wh weld haow then by bj har got 

amthority this ſe nd _ 

theſe germs can de juſt mh the gale 
_ ofthe moſt horrible Schiſti that Rane 
heard of in the Chriſtian World. 


Ob;oit. But ſaith the Objeor, To the 
ſert ones Miniſtry is not lawful, "cis a 
pear of Sacriledge: 


MAnſs. 1. .» Th argues is eaſily an- 
ng u 


Corel, b n the non- 
exerciſe the Mitifterit]. frice. 
"Tis one thing voluntarily to deſert 
ones Miniſtr ; by canang onthe Col- 
ling for eaſe, profit, bonear, or Ho o 

perſecmtion. - Anvther thing to ſuffer (i 

penſion of the” preſent. erecklh of the 

Niniſterial-Office, in a particulat place, 

by the Laws « the Chriſtian! Church in 

rhe Land EOENY liveth rm 
wW 
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will. Theſe ac two _ and wide- 
ly differing oae from r. 


To do the þrff, is a Complication of ma- 
ny vices, and is in plainazſs a wicked Se- 
ctiledge ; and ſuch mea ace not fit for the 
Kingdom of God. 


Carthat Vitor, Hhmdly, Moda 
ardimal Virtues, 6 

Self- denial, Qbediencs. Some of the 'h 
tues all men put off 
when they put on ſeparatioa from 
Pariſh-Churches of England. 


2. A man that ſuffereth ſuſpenfion of 
the exerciſe of his Miniſterial i Office io a 


particular place by the Laws , 
In a ſtate of the true Religion, doth not 
deſert his Miniſterial Office, becauſe his 
Miniſterial Office relateth in the firſt place 
to the Carbolick, Charch, in all thee Ci 
tries of the World, as the Brethcen heve 
always urged againſt the I es. 
So that if a Miniſter be ſufj In one 
place, he may remove ta another. 'B 
Sufpenfiog is nat like Eycommenicatt- 
on: If a man be legally excommunicated 
in one plpce, bis Excommanication ( if 
known) 47 06d caght be 3 Bar again 
bis Communica with the Church _ 
c 


£0 £00 great a degree, 


( £15] 
the World, becauſe Excommunication 
ref] the Catholick Chupch, fo doth 
not Suſpenſion. The juſt reaſons of Ex- 
communication are the ſame ONE = 
World, which is obſtioace perſiſting in 
grex tranſprefſivns of the general Pre- 
cap of the Goſpel. | 


But Suſpenſions may be jaf in particu» 
lar Countries z not only for Crimes, bu. 
for wor complying with pabls cd 
Confticurions for the Government 
ine of the and ofderly and 
_ adminiſtration of _ yr | 
though through weakneſs (ENT £ 
The reaſon is chis, becav(e the good of Or- 
der in an Eſtabliſh'd Church is greater u6 
the Publick, than che uſe of particular 
- men's gifts. 


Calvin ſaith, * Some arderly form on 


DiC- 


he Calvin's 


© chiefly co be obſerved in Churches which teftis. p. 
care beſt maintained by a welk-fram?d di 103. 


* poſition of all things. And further, *Be- 
© cauſe of the great variety that is ia mens 
* Manners, Minds, Judgments, Wn, No 
55 can be ſtedfaſt enough, noleſs fe 
© be eſtabliſhed by certain Laws. He ſaith 
aIlfo, * There muſt be an appointed Form, 
« or no orderly uſage can be obſerved. 
Further he ſaith, * Without fach Laws 

E2 * Churches 
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Churches are difſolved from their finews, 
« and utterly deformed and ſcattered a- 
* broad. 


3- That fuſpended Miniſters in the 


Expliſp-Church , for Nen-cooformity ) 
ſhould acquieſce therein, was the judg- 
ment of the old Non-conformiſts. , x 
hath been taken notice of already, p. $4. 
in anſwer to.the Eighth Argument ; by 
which every one may take notice bow far 
the preſent Nonconformiſts are dep>rted 
from the Judgments of the otd Noncon- 
formiſts, and gone into the way of 
Browniſts. By the way take notice what 
2 dangerous flippery path the path of ſe- 
paration fiom the Pariſh-Churches is. 


4- And laſtly, to conclude, If there 
were any thing of Sactiledge in the caſe, 
je cannot Iye upon the Miniſters thar 
ſuffer Suſpenſion, becauſe to commit $2: 
criledge, js to be aCtive in a thing, %tis to 
be a pradtiſer of the evil of ſ-, But to 
ſuffer a legal Suſpenſion is to be paſſive, 
Nis to be a ſufferer of the evil of «ffi&;- 
on. 


If the Church ſuffer by the non-exet- 
ciſe of the Miniſterial- Office by ſuſpen- 
ded Miniſters, in reaſca they _— 
WCzL 
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t concjude-.with the log .of 2 ju- 
dicious pious | 1nN a Book 
called The Secand:D5ſcour ſe of the Religion 
of England, p. 48. | 


* I do here ſolemnly profeſs, thet Iam $4 
* chiefly ſollicitous for the illicy 
© and reſt of a troubled Nation ;,a8 for my 7 the ny 
* own concernment, my deprivation is an 
_ * affliftion tro me: And I would do any Engp 47 
© thing that were not ſin to me, to recover 
© the liberty of my publick ſervice in the 
© Church ; But if it cannot be, 1 ſubmit to 
his 200d pleaſure by whofe-dererminate 
© Counſel all things are brought to paſs; 
© and am contented to remain 4 ſilenced ſuf- 
© ferer for Conſcience towards God. Note 
this, That that which che, Objector rec- 
koned the ſin of wicked Sacriledge, this 
learned Man, with the old Non-confor- 
miſts reckoneth to be the duty of Chriſtian 
Patience. 


A ain” in another place, touched once 
* before, * An ample fixed State Eccleſi- 
* aſtical is neceſſary to uphold and increaſe 
3 «true 
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